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A1.1  July 2024 E-Blast
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MARTEN FALLS FIRST NATION
COMMUNITY ACCESS ROAD

Home Draft EA /IS The Project [ Indigenous Knowledge Program Documents Our Studies Get Involved [

Marten Falls First Nation (MFFN) Community Access
Road

July E-Blast 2024

Current and upcoming activities

Welcome to the Marten Falls First Nation (MFFN)
Community Access Road July 2024 E-Blast with updates

on current and upcoming activities.

0~0
This E-Blast features: ﬁsc:‘?a

— July 2024 UPDATE —

¢ Upcoming Field Studies - ! §
* In-Person Engagement this Summer Upcoming Field Studies,

e Connect with the Team 9n ~ Person EthM Tt Summer

Summer 2024 Field Studies

To kick off the summer, the MFFN Community Access Road will be completing field studies on the Geotechnical Investigation,
and Groundwater and Geochemistry, Programs.

Geotechnical Investigations Groundwater and Geochemistry Program

Field crews will conduct geotechnical investigations of This program will continue into the summer season. Water
aggregate sites and water crossings along the proposed samples will be collected from monitoring wells along the
route for the Community Access Road. This work will be proposed route alternatives; these are important for

undertaken in three phases: evaluating groundwater health in the area. Groundwater


https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/draft-ea-is/
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/indigenous-knowledge-program/
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/documents/
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/our-studies/
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/get-involved/

Phase 1 — From July 19 — 21, 2024, helicopter fly-overs were
used to assess aggregate sites and water crossings, and to
accurately locate test hole locations and gather information
related to permit applications.

Phase 2 - the fall geotechnical work is expected to begin
mid-September 2024 and completed by the end of October
2024.

Phase 3 - remaining investigations related to aggregate
sites and water crossings will continue in the Spring of
2025.

samples are tested for things like minerals, dissolved
metals, volatile compounds and radiological content.

The groundwater program is expected to begin on
August 8, 2024, and be completed by August 16, 2024.

If you are located in the study area, you may notice an
increase in air traffic as the sampling sites will be accessed
by helicopter. Crews may need to remove naturally fallen
trees or branches from existing helipad sites to allow safe
helicopter access.

For full details on this field program, please find the notice

here: https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/wp-
content/uploads/2024/07/SummerFieldNotice_July2024.pdf

Back to Top

In-Community Engagement Activities

The MFFN Community Access Road Project Team hit the
road this past month, hosting in-Community meetings in
MFFN and Aroland First Nation and in Thunder Bay to
provide updates on the Community Access Road and
discuss the technically preferred route recommendation.
Click here to watch the video!

Community members had the opportunity to review and
share their input and feedback on the final technically
preferred route recommendation, existing conditions
reports and cumulative effects, as well as receive updates
on the schedule and submission of the Draft EA / IS.

A big thank you to everyone who came out to speak with
us. If your community would like to learn more about the
road, please contact us.

Watch for upcoming announcements regarding Public
Information Centre #6 taking place in September!


https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/SummerFieldNotice_July2024.pdf
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/SummerFieldNotice_July2024.pdf
https://vimeo.com/916741094/a7d0b08e35

Back to Top

Follow us on social media!

. ' MARTEN FALLS FIRST NATION
on the Community Access Road. | COMMUNITY ACCESS ROAD

We are now on Facebook, LinkedIn and Instagram! Follow us to stay up to date '

Please contact us at any time with questions or comments, or to schedule a FO"OW
meeting. Meetings can be arranged in-person in any community, in the Thunder I
Bay area, or online. We want to hear what you have to say! us:

Questions or comments? Contact us at 1-800-764-9114 or
info@martenfallsaccessroad.ca.

77

Back to Top

PR D &

Quick Links

Home
Draft EA /IS
The Project
About
Process
Guiding Principles

Timeline

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)
Indigenous Knowledge Program
Documents
Our Studies
Get Involved

News

Contact Us


https://www.facebook.com/MFFNCommunityAccessRoadProject/
https://www.linkedin.com/authwall?trk=bf&trkInfo=AQFw9jcb3UIu_AAAAY365dXY2yFsojHhoqFYT-zU8nekYKxIAs1owdH398Lfv83sB8jNzf0mSLXpN9bfli4ZLpPkev4rJzlJwSNUKff7-i3Yet0vALmOLt8GCINd39RFxMn-KJo=&original_referer=&sessionRedirect=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Fcompany%2Fmarten-falls-first-nation-all-season-community-access-road%2F
https://www.instagram.com/martenfallsaccessroad/
mailto:info@martenfallsaccessroad.ca
https://www.facebook.com/MFFNCommunityAccessRoadProject/
https://www.facebook.com/MFFNCommunityAccessRoadProject/
https://www.facebook.com/MFFNCommunityAccessRoadProject/
https://www.instagram.com/martenfallsaccessroad/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/marten-falls-first-nation-all-season-community-access-road/
http://www.martenfalls.ca/
http://www.martenfalls.ca/
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/draft-ea-is/
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/the-project/
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/process/
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/guiding-principles/
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/schedule/
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/faq/
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/indigenous-knowledge-program/
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/documents/
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/our-studies/
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/get-involved/
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/get-involved/#news
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/get-involved/#contact-us
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MARTEN FALLS FIRST NATION
COMMUNITY ACCESS ROAD

Draft EA /IS The Project [ Indigenous Knowledge Program Documents Our Studies Get Involved [

Marten Falls First Nation (MFFN) Community Access
Road

August E-Blast 2024

Current and upcoming activities

Welcome to the Marten Falls First Nation (MFFN)
Community Access Road August 2024 E-Blast with
updates on current and upcoming activities.

This E-Blast features:

The Draft EA / IS

MFFN in the News

Powwow Weekend in MFFN ‘anﬁ, EA / IS, MFFN in the News
J 2

Completion of Summer Field Programs ,

Coming Soon: Fall Public Information Centres Ponuan Wee 5

Connect with the Team Camlalaﬁon of Srmmer Fiedd ?rogmms

— August 2024 UPDATE —

What you Need to Know about the Draft EA / IS

Are you ready? The MFFN Community Access Road will be circulating the
Draft Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement (Draft EA / IS) in late
Fall 2024.

The Draft EA / IS and its supporting documents will describe how the
preferred route was determined and identify how the proposed
Community Access Road will affect the social, cultural, economic and
natural environment.


https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/draft-ea-is/
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/indigenous-knowledge-program/
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/documents/
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/our-studies/
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/get-involved/

M

Input on the Draft EA / IS - including on specific technical documents,
0% you hiave any concern proposed impact management and follow up measures, cumulative

S Wiy & effects assessment, EA / IS conclusions, and confirmation that input was
captured appropriately - will help us prepare the Final EA / IS.

Updates and information to help you prepare for the circulation of the
Draft EA / IS will be shared shortly. We encourage you to reach out to us

at 1-800-764-9114 or info@martenfallsaccessroad.ca with any
questions you might have.

Back to Top

MFEN in the News: Recent Updates to the Affordable
Housing Fund

On August 1, 2024, the federal government announced more than $84 g i

=

million in contributions and low-cost loans through the Affordable
Housing Fund (AHF). This money will go towards building and repairing
4,966 homes in Northern Ontario, many of which will be in Indigenous
communities.

The projects receiving funding under the AHF include Marten Falls First

Nation Repair and represents a positive step towards improving the
quality of life for community members.

To read more about this recent announcement, click the link here:

https://www.cmhc-schl.gc.ca/media-newsroom/news-
releases/2024/canada-helps-build-more-homes-faster-ontario

Back to Top

Powwow Weekend in Marten Falls

Marten Falls First Nation powwow is held annually, bringing the community together. The powwow took place August 23-25,
2024, and is a time when Community members reconnect with their traditions, ceremonies and culture.

As the drum echoes through the community and the dancers gather, people come together to share laughter, festivities and
food including traditional bannock and fresh fish prepared by a Community member as well as meal provided by the Band

Office.

With the summer powwow season ending, MFFN is looking forward to Fall Hunting Week!


mailto:info@martenfallsaccessroad.ca
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/Picture1.jpg
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/Picture1.jpg
https://www.cmhc-schl.gc.ca/media-newsroom/news-releases/2024/canada-helps-build-more-homes-faster-ontario
https://www.cmhc-schl.gc.ca/media-newsroom/news-releases/2024/canada-helps-build-more-homes-faster-ontario
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/Picture2.jpg
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/Picture2.jpg

Back to Top

Summer Field Programs are Complete

The MFFN Community Access Road Summer Field Programs are complete for the
season! The summer groundwater monitoring was completed on August 15, 2024.

Groundwater crews will once again be in the field collecting samples in Fall 2024 -
stay tuned for updates!

If you are interested in groundwater and geochemistry, or physiography, terrain, and
soils, you can view webinars recordings and videos about each on our website.

Back to Top

Coming Soon: Fall Public Information Centres

Watch for upcoming opportunities to engage with the
Community Access Road Project Team this fall in Thunder
Bay and Geraldton. We look forward to seeing you soon!


https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/Picture3.png
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/Picture3.png
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/Picture4.png
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/Picture4.png
https://vimeo.com/showcase/mffn-webinars
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/study-plan-multimedia-showcase/
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/Picture5.jpg
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/Picture5.jpg

Back to Top

Connect with the team!

\’ MARTEN FALLS FIRST NATION

on the Community Access Road. COMMUNITY ACCESS ROAD

We are now on Facebook, LinkedIn and Instagram! Follow us to stay up to date '
Please contact us at any time with questions or comments, or to schedule a
meeting. Meetings can be arranged in-person in any community, in the Thunder

Follow

Bay area, or online. We want to hear what you have to say! US! f

Questions or comments? Contact us at 1-800-764-9114 or
info@martenfallsaccessroad.ca.

©
Wy N

Back to Top
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Quick Links

Home
Draft EA/ IS

The Project
About
Process

Guiding Principles


https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/PIC-aug-eblast-24.jpg
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/PIC-aug-eblast-24.jpg
https://www.facebook.com/MFFNCommunityAccessRoadProject/
https://www.linkedin.com/authwall?trk=bf&trkInfo=AQFw9jcb3UIu_AAAAY365dXY2yFsojHhoqFYT-zU8nekYKxIAs1owdH398Lfv83sB8jNzf0mSLXpN9bfli4ZLpPkev4rJzlJwSNUKff7-i3Yet0vALmOLt8GCINd39RFxMn-KJo=&original_referer=&sessionRedirect=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Fcompany%2Fmarten-falls-first-nation-all-season-community-access-road%2F
https://www.instagram.com/martenfallsaccessroad/
mailto:info@martenfallsaccessroad.ca
https://www.facebook.com/MFFNCommunityAccessRoadProject/
https://www.facebook.com/MFFNCommunityAccessRoadProject/
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/draft-ea-is/
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/the-project/
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/process/
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/guiding-principles/
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MARTEN FALLS FIRST NATION
COMMUNITY ACCESS ROAD

Draft EA /IS The Project [ Indigenous Knowledge Program Documents Our Studies Get Involved [

Marten Falls First Nation (MFFN) Community Access
Road

September E-Blast 2024

Current and upcoming activities

Welcome to the Marten Falls First Nation (MFFN) Community
Access Road September 2024 E-Blast with updates on current
and upcoming activities.

This E-Blast features:

Release of the Draft EA / IS to Indigenous Communities
National Day for Truth & Reconciliation —September 2024 UPDATE —

MFFN in the News Release of the Draft€a / I8,
Fall Field Programs Naﬂb»m(%for?‘mfh &

CRlRareillig) e el Koui Recouciliation, Fall F}t‘/&;{?rogrmns

Connect with the Team!
& Cz[@érmﬁnﬂ The Frnal Route

Release of the Draft EA / IS to Indigenous Communities

The Draft EA / IS, and supporting documents, will describe how the preferred route was determined and identify how the
proposed Community Access Road may affect the social, cultural, economic and natural environment. In the coming months,
we will be seeking Indigenous communities’ input on the Draft EA / IS to help us prepare the Final EA / IS (e.g., on specific
technical documents, proposed impact management and follow up measures, cumulative effects assessment, EA / IS
conclusions, and on confirmation that input was captured appropriately).

A letter has been provided to Indigenous communities outlining the Draft EA / IS, supporting documents and the review
process to help ensure they have the capacity and resources to support this review.

If you have any questions, please contact the MFFN CAR Project Team at info@martenfallsacccessroad.ca.


https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/draft-ea-is/
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/indigenous-knowledge-program/
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/documents/
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/our-studies/
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/get-involved/
mailto:info@martenfallsacccessroad.ca

Back to Top

National Day for Truth and Reconciliation

September 30t marks the National Day for Truth and Reconciliation, a TNl EIRe T ATION
significant occasion for reflecting on the painful legacy of residential e
schools endured by Indigenous Peoples across Canada. This day serves

as a reminder of the ongoing impacts of this system, which sought to

erase Indigenous cultures and identities. The time for reconciliation is

now. This day not only symbolizes reconciliation, it symbolizes the

importance of land back, revitalizing language and traditions, and

honouring treaties. This day is a call to action to all of Canada and

showcases how crucial Indigenous sovereignty is. Truth and

Reconciliation must carry on day-after-day. For more information

regarding Truth and Reconciliation or more information on the specific

actions recommended, visit the full document below: Truth and
NATIONAL DAY FOR
TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION

Reconciliation Commission of Canada: 94 Calls to Action

Former residential school survivors can call 1-866-925-4419 for
emotional crisis referral services and information on other health
supports from the Government of Canada

Indigenous peoples across Canada can also go to The Hope for Wellness
Help Line 24 hours a day, 7 days a week for counselling and crisis
intervention.

Call the toll-free Help Line at 1-855-242-3310 or connect to the online
chat (Please use Google Chrome).

Back to Top

MFFN in the News

The federal government has announced a $7 million
investment aimed at enhancing the northern Ontario
economy, specifically targeting initiatives that support job
creation and economic development. This funding will
particularly benefit communities like the Matawa First
Nations, as it is designed to support infrastructure projects
and enhance local capacity. The investment of $300,000 is a
non-repayable grant that reflects a commitment to
fostering sustainable economic growth in the region,
ensuring that Indigenous communities are included in the
development process. The funding for this initiative will also
support the creation of five economic development
corporations and cooperatives in partner with First Nation
communities including Marten Falls First Nation, Webequie
First Nation, and Neskantaga First Nation.


https://ehprnh2mwo3.exactdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Calls_to_Action_English2.pdf
https://ehprnh2mwo3.exactdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Calls_to_Action_English2.pdf
tel:1-866-925-4419
tel:1-855-242-3310
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/National-Day-of-Truth-and-Reconciliation-5-1.png
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/National-Day-of-Truth-and-Reconciliation-5-1.png

For more information, please visit the link below:
https://www.timminstoday.com/local-news/7m-from-
feds-aimed-at-boosting-northern-economy-9558676

Back to Top

Fall Field Program

The Groundwater and Geochemistry Program is on now and focusses on the testing
for minerals, dissolved metals—including mercury—and volatile organic compounds.
Field crews are in the area now until October 5, 2024, completing the final
groundwater sample collections associated with the Environmental Assessment /
Impact Statement (EA / IS).

In addition, geotechnical investigations are being planned to explore potential
aggregate sites along the route for the Community Access Road. Following an aerial
survey conducted in July, permitting for this investigation is currently in progress, with
work anticipated to begin later this fall if approved.

Back to Top

Celebrating the Final Route

Join us as we celebrate the proposed final route of the
Community Access Road!

Watch your inboxes for upcoming videos and webinars that
will include additional details on the final route, a message
from Chief Bruce Achneepineskum and the next steps in the
EA /IS process.


https://www.timminstoday.com/local-news/7m-from-feds-aimed-at-boosting-northern-economy-9558676
https://www.timminstoday.com/local-news/7m-from-feds-aimed-at-boosting-northern-economy-9558676
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/mffn-news-september-2024.jpg
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/mffn-news-september-2024.jpg
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/Fall-Field-Program-Sep-2024.jpg
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/Fall-Field-Program-Sep-2024.jpg

Connect with the team!

We are now on Facebook, LinkedIn and Instagram! Follow us to stay up to date
on the Community Access Road. ) COMMUNITY ACCESS ROAD
Please contact us at any time with questions or comments, or to schedule a FO“OW
meeting. Meetings can be arranged in-person in any community, in the Thunder I

Bay area, or online. We want to hear what you have to say! us: f

Questions or comments? Contact us at 1-800-764-9114 or
info@martenfallsaccessroad.ca.

N ®

Back to Top



https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/Celebrating-the-Final-Route-Sep-2024.jpg
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/Celebrating-the-Final-Route-Sep-2024.jpg
https://www.facebook.com/MFFNCommunityAccessRoadProject/
https://www.linkedin.com/authwall?trk=bf&trkInfo=AQFw9jcb3UIu_AAAAY365dXY2yFsojHhoqFYT-zU8nekYKxIAs1owdH398Lfv83sB8jNzf0mSLXpN9bfli4ZLpPkev4rJzlJwSNUKff7-i3Yet0vALmOLt8GCINd39RFxMn-KJo=&original_referer=&sessionRedirect=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Fcompany%2Fmarten-falls-first-nation-all-season-community-access-road%2F
https://www.instagram.com/martenfallsaccessroad/
mailto:info@martenfallsaccessroad.ca
https://www.facebook.com/MFFNCommunityAccessRoadProject/
https://www.facebook.com/MFFNCommunityAccessRoadProject/
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SRRy )

ke



= MARTEN FALLS FIRST NATION
COMMUNITY ACCESS ROAD

Home Draft EA /IS The Project Indigenous Knowledge Program Documents Our Studies Get Involved

Marten Falls First Nation (MFFN) Community Access
Road

October E-Blast 2024

Current and upcoming activities

Welcome to the Marten Falls First Nation (MFFN) Community
Access Road October 2024 E-Blast with updates on current and
upcoming activities.

S |
This E-Blast features: ==
—D-m
New Video: What We've Heard
Update on the ATRI Study Areas — October 2024 UPDATE —
MFFN Community Meeting New Wicleo: What We've Heard,

l;(p)):;)ming Webinar: Building the Community Access l.f/w(afe bt b AT g_ﬁw{{? Areax,

Connect with the Team!

U (peom m,ﬁ Webinar:
%’IL—IL&'{M‘L_@ The Comm tw‘"b{;év. Accers Ronol

New Video: What We've Heard

It has been a long road (no pun intended), but Marten Falls First Nation has selected its final route for the Community Access
Road. After reaching this significant milestone in the Environmental Assessment / Impact Assessment (EA / |A) process, we
wanted to share with you some of Marten Falls First Nation members’ unique perspectives regarding the route and what it
could mean for the community.

Click here to watch the video.


https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/draft-ea-is/
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/indigenous-knowledge-program/
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/documents/
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/our-studies/
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/get-involved/
https://vimeo.com/1020390021/88f9d98d8e?share=copy

Marten Falls Community Access Road: Strength in Community and Change a

MARTEN FALLS FIRST NATION
COMMUNITY ACCESS ROAD

01:32

I e ¥ Y7

Back to Top

Update on the Study Areas for the Aboriginal and / or Treaty
Rights and Interests Impact Assessment

The Project Team wants to understand Aboriginal and Treaty Rights and Interests (ATRI) related to the project. Indigenous
Knowledge and information on Indigenous Land and Resource Use will help us better understand and appreciate the
environment with respect to the identity, culture, and heritage of Indigenous Communities.

The ATRI study areas for the Community Access Road have recently been updated. Read the full update here.

Your Knowledge and Input is Important to Us! If your community has Indigenous Knowledge or information that you
would like to share or if you would like to learn more about the Indigenous Knowledge Program and / or share information
on ATRI, please do not hesitate to reach out to Bob Baxter at 1-807-628-7553 or bbaxter48@gmail.com or Andrea Nokleby
at 1-604-417-5332 or anokleby@dillon.ca .

Back to Top

MFEN Community Meeting


https://vimeo.com/1020390021/88f9d98d8e
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/MFFN-CAR_Revised-ATRI-Study-Areas-Update_October-2024_Optimized.pdf
mailto:bbaxter48@gmail.com
mailto:anokleby@dillon.ca

On Tuesday, October 15, 2024, the Project Team met with
members of Marten Falls First Nation in Thunder Bay to
provide the latest updates on the road including:

e Design and construction details and timelines; Draft
Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement (EA /
IS) review process;

¢ Potential effects and mitigations measures;

¢ Climate change challenges and impacts for the
Community Access Road; and

* Next steps and future opportunities to get involved.

During the meeting, attendees were able to speak with the
Project Consultants at various booths to share feedback,
concerns and interest on the above topics.

Unfortunately, the meeting planned in-community was
cancelled due to unforeseen circumstances within the
community. We look forward to holding more in-person
meetings this winter.

Learn more about upcoming public meetings, webinars and
how you can get involved at
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/get-involved/

Back to Top

Upcoming Webinar: Building the Community Access Road

Join us on Tuesday, November 26, 2024, at 4:00 p.m.

EST for our webinar on Building the Community Access ; P MARTEN FALLS FIRST NATION
Road! ARG WEBINAR SERIES

With the final route selected, the team will discuss the " -

, . ) - ; Building the Community
final route, design features of the road and details on i Access Road
how it will be constructed. '

Register for the Webinar
Back to Top

November 26, 2024
4:00 p.m.EST
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Connect with the team!

MARTEN FALLS FIRST NATION

) COMMUNITY ACCESS ROAD

We are now on Facebook, LinkedIn and Instagram! Follow us to stay up to date
on the Community Access Road. ' )

Please contact us at any time with questions or comments, or to schedule a Fo“ow
meeting. Meetings can be arranged in-person in any community, in the Thunder

Bay area, or online. We want to hear what you have to say! US!

Questions or comments? Contact us at 1-800-764-9114 or
info@martenfallsaccessroad.ca.

Back to Top
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Quick Links

Home
Draft EA /IS
The Project
About
Process
Guiding Principles
Timeline
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)

Indigenous Knowledge Program
Documents
Our Studies
Get Involved
News

Contact Us

© 2019 Marten Falls First Nation Community Access Road
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COMMUNITY ACCESS ROAD

Marten Falls First Nation (MFFN) Community Access
Road

2024 Year In Review

Current and upcoming activities

As another year comes to a close, we want to share the latest
updates and progress on the Marten Falls First Nation (MFFN)
Community Access Road. This Year-In-Review 2024 provides
updates on current and upcoming activities.

This update features:

Greeting on the Holidays: Message from Chief Bruce — November & December 2024 UPDATE —
Achneepineskum

2024 Year In Review %’T‘eﬁ"bﬂ v The ’L"ff‘“’{"’ﬂs-' M“"Wgﬁﬁ’bm
New Video: Final Route Selection Chief Bruce Achneepinesiewm
Update on the Draft Environmental Assessment / 2024 Year Gn Review

Impact Statement New Wioler: Final Rovte Nelection
Connect with the Team! M/”M on The }Waﬂg EA /IS

Greeting on the Holidays

As 2024 draws to a close, we would like to share a message
from Chief Bruce Achneepineskum:

“Marten Falls First Nation has been committed to
advancing its vision of building a sustainable and
thriving community in the north. Developing a road that
connects our remote northern community to the
provincial highway network and the rest of Ontario is a
key element of this vision. After years of effort, we have
reached the point where a preferred route for the

Marten Falls Community Access Road has been selected.



https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/
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This is a major milestone for Marten Falls First Nation
as we continue to make progress towards the
development of the Community Access Road. Our
community looks forward to continuing our
conversation with neighbouring First Nations and other
stakeholders on our preferred route, on other next steps
in the Environmental Assessment / Impact Assessment
process and on further advancing our vision and
development goals.”

Back to Top

2024 Year-In-Review

Reflecting on the past year, 2024 has been marked by significant milestones for the Community Access Road including
selecting a Final Route to the community, meeting more often virtually and in-person with those who are interested in
development of the Community Access Road and preparing for the circulation of the Draft Environmental Assessment /
Impact Statement report.

As we close out this year, we want to express our deepest gratitude to everyone who has shared their input and feedback
and has taken part in the Community Access Road. We are particularly grateful for the valuable insights shared by Marten
Falls First Nation members of all ages and the surrounding Indigenous communities. Your perspectives have been crucial in
guiding our decisions throughout the planning process.

Here are some key highlights from 2024:

Final Route Selection

The Project team presented the Final Route Recommendation to MFFN
community members and Aroland First Nation community members this past
summer. The recommendation was refined based on key input from MFFN =
community members and feedback from neighbouring Indigenous communities
and the public. MFEN Chief and Council signed the Band Council Resolution in
August 2024 to accept the Final Route recommendation. With a Final Route
confirmed, we could move towards having more in-depth conversations relating gt -

to residual effects, mitigations and cumulative effects.
If you are interested in learning more about the Final Route watch our latest i ~

videos on What We Heard, the Final Route and Building the Community Access
Road Webinar.

Community Meetings

The MFFN CAR Project Team was on the road this year, hosting in-community
meetings in MFFN, Aroland First Nation and in Thunder Bay to provide updates


https://vimeo.com/1020390021/88f9d98d8e?share=copy
https://vimeo.com/1038183464
https://vimeo.com/showcase/9997062/video/1033999477
https://vimeo.com/showcase/9997062/video/1033999477
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/Celebrating-the-Final-Route-Sep-2024.jpg
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/Celebrating-the-Final-Route-Sep-2024.jpg

on the Community Access Road, the Final Route and the upcoming submission
of the Draft EA / IS.

We also met with other communities, including Elders, virtually to discuss the
Community Access Road. Your insights and feedback are crucial elements of
this ongoing engagement, and the MFFN CAR Project Team is grateful to
everyone who came out to speak with us and share your feedback and
questions.

We look forward to more conversations in the new year. If your community
would like to learn more about the road and / or schedule a meeting, please
contact us at info@martenfallsaccessroad.ca.

Watch for upcoming announcements regarding Public Information Centre #6
taking place in early 2025!

Three Road Projects Gathering & Expo

The Three Road Project Gathering & Expo was held from June 11 — 13, 2024, in
Thunder Bay, Ontario, and provided a space for Indigenous communities to
come together and discuss topics of importance to communities about the
three distinct proposed road projects—Marten Falls First Nation Community
Access Road, Webequie Supply Road and the Northern Road Link.

The event included subject matter experts from each Project and the
Government of Ontario (Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks,
Ministry of Natural Resources, and Ministry of Mines) and the Impact
Assessment Agency of Canada. It provided information on the proposed
common approach for communities to review the Draft EA / IS that will be
submitted for Marten Falls First Nation's Community Access Road and the
Webequie Supply Road in early 2025.

Watch for an announcement about the next Three Road Projects Gathering &
Expo in February 2025.

Webinars

The Community Access Road held two live webinars including, Climate Change Adaptation and the Community Access Road
and Building the Community Access Road.

The Building the Community Access Road webinar was held on November 26, 2024. The team discussed the final route,
design features of the road and details on how it will be constructed.

Upcoming webinars will include The Draft Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement and The Road & You — Staying Safe
with a New Road to the Community.

Curious about what we are studying for the community access road? Check out previous webinars here and watch your inbox
for updates on upcoming webinars. Follow us on Facebook, Instagram, LinkedIn or visit the website for details.


mailto:info@martenfallsaccessroad.ca
https://vimeo.com/showcase/9997062/video/912252897
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MARTEN FALLS FIRST NATION
COMMUNITY ACCESS ROAD
WEBINAR SERIES

Building the Community

Access Road

November 26, 2024
4:.00 p.m. EST

Preparing for the Draft Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement

This fall, neighboring Indigenous communities were provided information on the upcoming circulation of the Draft
Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement with information explaining the purpose of the EA / IS, what to expect and
how to submit comments. Some Indigenous communities have indicated that they would like time to review documents in
advance of public release, so we're providing Indigenous communities early access to the Draft Environmental Assessment /
Impact Statement this winter with a review period of 120 days. We will be sharing more about the release of the Draft
Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement in January 2025.

We're Here to Help!

The MFFN Community Access Road Project Team is available to support your community during the Draft EA / IS review
process. Please reach out for more information.

Back to Top

NEW Video: Final Route Selection

Check out the latest on the Final Route for the MFFN
Community Access Road, including an overview of the final
route selection, how feedback helped shape the final -
decision, and what's next in 2025.

Bmlrvtﬂ!

Click HERE to watch the video! Final Route Selection Update

November 2024

Back to Top

Update on the Draft Environmental Assessment / Impact
Statement


https://vimeo.com/showcase/9997062/video/1033999477
https://vimeo.com/showcase/9997062/video/1033999477
https://vimeo.com/1038183464
https://vimeo.com/1038183464
https://vimeo.com/1038183464

As we draw closer to the release of the Draft EA / IS in early 2025, the MFFN CAR Project Team is looking forward to meeting
with Indigenous communities and the public to discuss and receive feedback on the Draft EA / IS and its accompanying
documents, including Technical Supporting Documents and Records of Engagement and Consultation. Plain-language

summaries (including translations) of Technical Supporting Documents and the Draft Environmental Assessment / Impact
Statement will also be available.

Indigenous communities will have 60 days, in advance of the public release, to review the Draft EA / IS followed by an
additional 60 days during the public review period.

If you have any questions on the review process, please contact the Project Team at info@martenfallsaccessroad.ca.

Back to Top

Connect with the team!

We are now on Facebook, LinkedIn and Instagram! Follow

i M MARTEN FALLS FIRST NATION
us to stay up to date on the Community Access Road. C COMIMUNGYY ACCESS RORD

Please contact us at any time with questions or comments,
or to schedule a meeting. Meetings can be arranged in-

person in any community, in the Thunder Bay area, or Fo I I ow

online. We want to hear what you have to say!

Questions or comments? Contact us at 1-800-764-9114 or
info@martenfallsaccessroad.ca.

Back to Top
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Draft EA /IS
The Project
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Marten Falls First Nation (MFFN) Community Access
Road

January E-Blast 2025

Current and upcoming activities

Welcome to the MFFN Community Access Road January 2025 E-
Blast with updates on current and upcoming activities.

This E-Blast features:

Draft Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement
2025 Three Road Projects Gathering and Expo — January 2025 UPDATE —

New Video: Understanding Project Effects and Evuﬂ A /15

Mitigation

Winter 2025 Field Notice: Caribou Collar Update
Indigenous Knowledge Program

Connect with the Team!

Thiee Road ?‘Vod'edﬁs %w?"hzrm,ﬂ and Expo
U .'w{e/kjfmw{d@ ?Vo(,#ecf W anel M Lﬁé}a—‘ﬁon
Winter 2025 Field Notice: Caritiow Collar M/W(M%

Draft Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement

The Draft Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement is a large document that presents the potential environmental
impacts of the proposed MFFN Community Access Road. The Draft Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement
documents include:

¢ The evaluation of alternative routes considered for this Community Access Road and presents the proposed Final
Route;

¢ The environmental impacts, including potential cumulative effects, proposed mitigation measures, engagement and
consultation undertaken and environmental commitments made by Marten Fall First Nation, the proponent; and,

e The engagement and consultation that has taken place so far as part of the Environmental Assessment / Impact

Assessment process.
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The Draft Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement will be shared for review and feedback with Indigenous
communities first, followed by members of the public. Indigenous communities will have 60 days to review in advance of the
public release, followed by an additional 60 days during the public review period. Your input on the Draft Environmental
Assessment / Impact Statement will help us prepare the Final Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement by allowing us
to consider concerns and incorporate your feedback on the proposed Community Access Road.

Stay tuned for updates on the release of the Draft Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement!

Back to Top

2025 Three Road Projects Gathering and Expo

This February, Marten Falls First Nation Community
Access Road will be participating in the Three Road
Projects Gathering and Expo led by with support
from the Province of Ontario. The Three Roads
Projects Gathering and Expo will be a dedicated
space for Indigenous community representatives to
meaningfully engage and consult with the Marten
Falls First Nation Community Access Road, Webequie
Supply Road and the Northern Road Link project
teams.

The event will run in Thunder Bay from February 19 -
20 and in Timmins from February 25 - 26, 2025. Event
highlights include: Project overviews, opportunities
for individual community breakout sessions, panel
discussions regarding the consultation process and
Aboriginal and / or Treaty Rights and Interests, and a
project expo including information to assist with
review of the Draft Environmental Assessment /
Impact Statement for the Marten Falls First Nation
Community Access Road and Webequie Supply Road.

Back to Top

New Video: Understanding Project
Effects and Mitigation

Part of the Environmental Assessment / Impact Assessment process involves investigating valued components that fall into
three categories: water, land and people. With Indigenous Knowledge and western science, the assessment process considers
the potential effects of the Community Access Road on people and the existing environment and identifies ways to prevent
or mitigate these effects.



Click on the link below to watch our new video regarding Project Effects and Mitigation Measures!

Understanding Project Effects and Mitigation

o]

MARTEN FALLS FIRST NATION
COMMUNITY ACCESS ROAD

Understanding Project
Effects and Mitigations

01:33

g e it vimeo)
Back to Top

Winter 2025 Field Notice: Caribou Collar Update

Field programs will be continuing into the 2025 winter season to support the provincial Environmental Assessment and
federal Impact Assessment for the MFFN Community Access Road.

Field work has been scheduled to manually remove atigwag / caribou GPS radio tracking collars between February 10 and
February 28, 2025. A specially trained caribou capture team will be deployed to manually remove collars without harming the
animal.

Field crews will be accessing sites across the study area by helicopter—you may see helicopters in the area. An update will be
provided if the above schedule changes due to weather or other conditions.

Please note that the completion of this field work marks the end of the field work related to the Environmental Assessment /
Impact Assessment process. Any future field work will not be included in the Draft or Final Environmental Assessment /
Impact Statement.


https://vimeo.com/user118283601
https://vimeo.com/1054190853/a3779b1cd0
https://vimeo.com/user118283601
https://vimeo.com/1054190853/a3779b1cd0

To view the full Winter 2025 Field Notice, click here.

Back to Top

Indigenous Knowledge Program

Indigenous Knowledge is a vital tool for informing the Environmental Assessment / Impact Assessment process for the
Community Access Road. By including Indigenous Knowledge received, the field studies team will be able to provide a more
complete, robust and accurate picture of the study area.

As such, we welcome community members to share Indigenous Knowledge with the Community Access Road Project Team
throughout the review of the Draft Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement.

If your community has knowledge or information on Indigenous Land and Resource Use related to the Community Access
Road that you would like to share, or if you would like to learn more about the Indigenous Knowledge Program visit
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/indigenous-knowledge-program/ or reach out to the Project Team for more
information at 1-800-764-9114 or info@martenfallsaccessroad.ca.

Back to Top

Connect with the team!

We are now on Facebook, LinkedIn and Instagram! Follow us to stay up to date

. 5
on the Community Access Road. ) COMMUNITY ACCESS ROAD

Please contact us at any time with questions or comments, or to schedule a
meeting. Meetings can be arranged in-person in any community, in the Thunder

Bay area, or online. We want to hear what you have to say!

Questions or comments? Contact us at 1-800-764-9114 or
info@martenfallsaccessroad.ca.
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Marten Falls First Nation (MFFN) Community Access
Road

February E-Blast 2025

Current and upcoming activities

We want to share the latest updates and progress on the Marten
Falls First Nation (MFFN) Community Access Road. This February
2025 E-Blast provides updates on current and upcoming
activities.

This E-Blast features:

Draft Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement—

Release for Indigenous Review!

Community Meetings with Marten Falls First Nation
2025 Three Road Projects Gathering and Expo
Upcoming Engagement Opportunities

Connect with the Team!
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Draft Environmental
Assessment/{Impact Statement

Indigenous Review Period: February 18 - June 23,2025
Public Review Period: April 22 - June 23, 2025

The MFFN CAR Project Team is happy to announce that the Draft Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement for the
Marten Falls Community Access Road was released on February 18, 2025, for Indigenous community review!

Indigenous communities and groups we are engaging have early access to the Draft Environmental Assessment / Impact
Statement with the public review period starting 60-days later, on April 22, 2025. This means that Indigenous communities
and groups have 120 calendar days to review and provide their comments. The review period for Indigenous communities
and groups, the public and regulators ends on June 23, 2025.

The Draft Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement for the Marten Falls First Nation Community Access Road describes
how the Preferred Route was chosen and identifies how construction and the long-term use (i.e., operations and
maintenance) of the proposed road may affect people and the environment.

What is Included?

The Technical Supporting Documents of the Draft Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement provide an in-depth analysis
of each of the valued components, including information on the current state of the environment, what effects the project
may have, and how we can reduce any negative effects while maximizing positive outcomes. These documents also consider
how the project might overlap with other projects in the area (also known as Cumulative Effects) to create bigger and / or
additional effects.

‘Valued components’ provide the foundation for the Assessment Process that the Community Access Road follows. Valued
components are aspects of the human and natural environment that might be affected by the Community Access Road and
are important to Indigenous communities, government agencies and interested persons. They relate to water, land, people,
engineering and Indigenous Knowledge, and can be physical (air, water, soil) or socio-economic (land use, cultural heritage).

Given the length of the Technical Supporting Documents included in the Draft Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement,
we have summarized each technical report into an easy-to-understand Plain Language Summary that highlights key areas of
study and the assessment process for each valued component.

Visit https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/draft-ea-is/ to learn more about the public release of the Draft Environmental

Assessment / Impact Statement, and stay connected on Facebook, LinkedIn and Instagram.


https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/draft-ea-is/
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Community Meetings with Marten Falls First Nation

On February 12 and 19, 2025, the MFFN Community Access Road Project Team met with Marten Falls community members in
Marten Falls First Nation and Thunder Bay to deliver the Draft Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement in advance of
the official release to Indigenous communities.

The meetings were conducted in an open house style, where attendees could explore a hard copy of the Draft Environmental
Assessment / Impact Statement and engage with the Project Team, who were on hand to guide them through the extensive
document, discuss the review process and address any questions.

Back to Top

February 2025 Three Road Projects Gathering and Expo

During the month of February, the MFFN Community Access Road Project Team attended the Three Road Projects Gathering
and Expo in Thunder Bay and Timmins from February 19 to 20 and February 25 to 26, 2025, respectively. The Community
Access Road was one of three participating road projects, along with Webequie Supply Road (WSR) and Northern Road Link
(NRL).

The forum consisted of project overviews, panel discussions, expo booths and breakout sessions covering topics ranging
from Aboriginal and / or Treaty Rights and Interests to cumulative effects. Senior Community Member Advisor and MFFN
Councilor Bob Baxter and MFFN Community Coordinator Rowena Moonias represented the Community Access Road on the
Aboriginal and / or Treaty Rights and Interests panel, sharing their experiences and unique perspectives as community
members and as Project advisors.
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nity Access Road
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Upcoming Engagement Opportunities

There are more ways to get involved in the Community Access Road coming up. Stay tuned for updates on the following
activities:

¢ Public Information Centre (PIC) #6
e PIC #6 will be held in Thunder Bay and Geraldton this spring and will share details on the Draft Environmental
Assessment / Impact Statement.
e Webinars
e Webinars on the Draft Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement, Community Safety, and Understanding
Project Effects and Mitigations will take place this spring.

Check the Get Involved page for updates.

Get in Touch!

Back to Top

Connect with the team!
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We are now on Facebook, LinkedIn and Instagram! Follow us to stay up to date
on the Community Access Road.

\’ MARTEN FALLS FIRST NATION
COMMUNITY ACCESS ROAD

Please contact us at any time with questions or comments, or to schedule a

meeting. Meetings can be arranged in-person in any community, in the Thunder

Bay area, or online. We want to hear what you have to say!

Questions or comments? Contact us at 1-800-764-9114 or
info@martenfallsaccessroad.ca.

Back to Top
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https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/get-involved/#contact-us
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Draft EA /IS The Project [ Indigenous Knowledge Program Documents Our Studies Get Involved [

Marten Falls First Nation (MFFN) Community Access
Road

March E-Blast 2025

Current and upcoming activities

We want to share the latest updates and progress on the MFFN
Community Access Road. This March 2025 E-Blast provides
updates on current and upcoming activities.

This E-Blast features:

— March 2025 UPDATE—
Preparing for the Public Release of the Draft
Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement

“Preparing ov the Public Release of
PDAC 2025 Convention The Draft Emvironmental Assersment [
Spring 2025 Webinars Qmpact SHatement

Get in Touch! PDAC 2025 Convention

Qywinﬂ 2025 Weblnars

Preparing for the Public Release of the
Draft Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement

The MFEN Community Access Road team is thrilled to announce that the Draft Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement
will be available for public review on April 22, 2025. With the Indigenous review period already underway, the Draft
Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement will be available to the public for 60 days, ending on June 23, 2025.

Your input and feedback on the Draft Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement will help inform the preparation of the
Final Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement related to the proposed Community Access Road.

The Draft Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement and accompanying documents will be made available online to view
and download, and at select locations for in person viewing. Keep an eye on your inbox, and our socials, for information on


https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/draft-ea-is/
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/indigenous-knowledge-program/
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/documents/
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/our-studies/
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/get-involved/

the review process and an announcement detailing the public viewing locations. Feedback can be shared with the Project
Team via eaisinput@martenfallsaccessroad.ca.

The image below depicts the timeline and document release dates of the Draft Environmental Assessment / Impact
Statement Indigenous and public review period.

MARTEN FALLS FIRST NATION
ALL SEASON COMMUNITY ACCESS ROAD

Draft Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement Schedule

Consultation Documents

EA /IS Report

Draft EA/IS - + Draft EA /IS - regulators

Indigenous communities | + Draft EA/IS - public End of Draft EA J IS
(start of 120-day review penod) (60-day review period) review perio

April 22, 2025 June 23, 2025 Fall 2025 Spring 2026*

Milestone 3 Draft RoOCE— Draft RoOCE— - Cumulative Effects
Progress Report Interested Persons Indigenous Communities Consultation Report
- Final RoCE, incl. Government

& Agencies

Visit Draft EA / IS to learn more about the public release of the Draft Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement.

Back to Top

Prospectors & Developers Association
of Canada (PDAC) 2025 Convention

The MFFN Community Access Road Project Team presented at PDAC 2025, in Toronto, on March 2 and 3 alongside
representatives of Webequie Supply Road and Northern Road Link. The annual convention attracts over 25,000 attendees
from more than 135 countries and is known to be the world's premier mineral exploration and mining convention.

Highlights of the two days of presentations included opening remarks from the Chiefs of both Marten Falls and Webequie

First Nations, project updates and discussions on Indigenous leadership in infrastructure development.



mailto:eaisinput@martenfallsaccessroad.ca
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/draft-ea-is/

Back to Top

Spring 2025 Webinars

We are excited to announce MFFN Community Access
MARTEN FALLS FIRST NATION

Road'’s upcoming webinar series beginning in April and May CONMUMEYACCESS ROAD
2025!

e

Draft Environmental Assessment /
Impact Statement Webinar Series

The first webinar in the series will cover Community Well- T
being and the Identified Project Effects and Proposed —7 YN Community Well-being &
Impact Management Measures as they apply to the valued A~ 7 VT::;%;;?;:Q::;
components Socio-Community, Economics, and Human g e

Health. This webinar will also provide insight into the Draft A 5 A ApI& by 202y
Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement as the public Ee
begins their review period.

Valued components can be defined as aspects of the
human and natural environment that might be affected by
the Community Access Road and that are important to
Indigenous communities, government agencies and
interested persons.

Watch your inbox for updates on upcoming webinars, and
follow us on Facebook, LinkedIn and Instagram for more
details. Curious about what we have studied in preparation
of the Draft Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement?
Check out our previous webinars on building the access
road HERE.

Back to Top

Get in Touch!

We are on Facebook, LinkedIn and Instagram! Follow us to stay up to date on | COMMUNITY ACCESS ROAD

the Community Access Road.

Please contact us at any time with questions or comments, or to schedule a
meeting. Meetings can be arranged in-person in any community, in the Thunder

Bay area, or online. We want to hear what you have to say!

Questions or comments? Contact us at 1-800-764-9114 or
info@martenfallsaccessroad.ca.

Back to Top



https://www.facebook.com/MFFNCommunityAccessRoadProject/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/marten-falls-first-nation-all-season-community-access-road/
https://www.instagram.com/martenfallsaccessroad/
https://vimeo.com/showcase/mffn-webinars
https://www.facebook.com/MFFNCommunityAccessRoadProject/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/marten-falls-first-nation-all-season-community-access-road/
https://www.instagram.com/martenfallsaccessroad/
mailto:info@martenfallsaccessroad.ca
https://www.facebook.com/MFFNCommunityAccessRoadProject/
https://www.facebook.com/MFFNCommunityAccessRoadProject/
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MARTEN FALLS FIRST NATION
COMMUNITY ACCESS ROAD

Marten Falls First Nation (MFFN) Community Access
Road

April E-Blast 2025

Current and upcoming activities

=)

We want to share the latest updates and progress on the MFFN v
P x
Community Access Road. This March 2025 E-Blast provides ,:' £ / ,

updates on current and upcoming activities.

This E-Blast features:

e Public Release of the Draft Environmental Assessment /
Impact Statement

e New Video: Introduction to the Draft Environmental
Assessment / Impact Statement

e Webinar - Valued Components: Impact of the Community
Access Road on Ungulates

e Public Information Centre #6

e Get in Touch!

Public Release of the Draft Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement



https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/draft-ea-is/
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/indigenous-knowledge-program/
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/documents/
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/our-studies/
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/get-involved/

@™ MARTEN FALLS FIRST NATI
- ALL SEASON COMMUNITY ACCESS ROAD

Draft. Environmental
Assessment/idimpact Statement

Indigenous Review Period: February 18 - June 22,2025
Public Review Period: April 22 - June 23, 2025

As of April 22, 2025, the Draft Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement is now available to the public for review!

The Draft Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement, and its supporting documents, can be accessed online to download
and view at https://eais.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/, with hard copies available in-person at select locations found within the
notice of publication HERE.

Your input and feedback on the Draft Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement will help inform the preparation of the
Final Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement related to the proposed Community Access Road. Questions and
feedback can be shared with the Project Team via:

e Email: eaisinput@martenfallsaccessroad.ca
e Website: https://eais.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/
* Mail: AECOM Canada Ltd.
C/0O Joanne Wang,
105 Commerce Valley Drive West, 8th Floor,
Markham, ON L3T 7W3

The review period for the Draft Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement ends on June 23, 2025.
Back to Top

New Video: Introduction to the Draft Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement

To accompany the release of the Draft Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement, we've created a short informational
video to support your review and feedback.


https://eais.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/2025-04-16-MFFN-CAR-Public-Notice.pdf
mailto:eaisinput@martenfallsaccessroad.ca
https://eais.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/

Draft Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement Update

#%. MARTEN FALLS FIRST NATION
ALL SEASON COMMUNITY ACCESS ROAD

Draft Environmental Assessment /
Impact Statement Update

April 2025

, &

In the video we cover:

e What to expect in the Draft Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement;
e Consultation and engagement activities;

e How to submit your feedback; and

e Important deadlines for review.

We encourage you to check out this video online HERE before you begin your review of the Draft Environmental Assessment
/ Impact Statement.

Back to Top

Webinar - Valued Components: Impact of the
Community Access Road on Ungulates

MARTEN FALLS FIRST NATION m

COMMUNITY ACCESS ROAD
Webinar Series

Valued Components:
Impact of the Community

Access Road on Ungulates

Thursday, May 15, 2025
4:00 p.m. EST

Click the link to register!



https://vimeo.com/1076510722/75aa543eb3?share=copy
https://vimeo.com/user118283601
https://vimeo.com/1076510722/75aa543eb3
https://vimeo.com/user118283601
https://vimeo.com/

Join us for our Webinar on the Value Components: Impact of the Community Access Road on Ungulates on Thursday, May
15, 2025, at 4:00 p.m. EST!

This webinar will also provide insight into the Draft Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement, as the public review
period begins, and the Identified Project Effects and Proposed Impact Management Measures as they apply to Ungulates.

Click the link below to register today:
https://usO6web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_QtKMsr-SQpekNYJIBBJojw
Register for our upcoming webinars at the links below:

e Water: Fish and Fish Habitat - Thursday, May 22 - Register Here
¢ People: Land and Resource Use - Thursday, June 5 - Register Here

Back to Top

Back to Top



https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_QtKMsr-SQpekNYJIBBJojw
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_NSkGYLThRLO_BdSeAqjXuw
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_ngDSnC7AQuGQeeDvI340DA
https://eais.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/get-involved/

Get in Touch!

We are on Facebook, LinkedIn and Instagram! Follow us to stay up to date on
the Community Access Road.

- : Follow
Please contact us at any time with questions or comments, or to schedule a I
meeting. Meetings can be arranged in-person in any community, in the Thunder us:

Bay area, or online. We want to hear what you have to say!

Questions or comments? Contact us at 1-800-764-9114 or

info@martenfallsaccessroad.ca. ///////é

Back to Top
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Quick Links

Home
Draft EA /IS
The Project
About
Process
Guiding Principles
Timeline

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)

Indigenous Knowledge Program
Documents
Our Studies
Get Involved
News

Contact Us
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Marten Falls First Nation (MFFN) Community Access
Road

May E-Blast 2025

Current and upcoming activities

We want to share the latest updates and progress on the MFFN
Community Access Road. This May 2025 E-Blast provides
updates on current and upcoming activities.

This E-Blast features:

Review of the Draft Environmental Assessment / Impact
Statement Ends June 23, 2025

Explore the Environmental Assessment / Impact
Statement: Watch Our Webinars

Public Information Centre #6: Materials Now Online
National Indigenous History Month

Get in Touch!

Review of the Draft Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement
Ends June 23, 2025


https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/draft-ea-is/
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/indigenous-knowledge-program/
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/documents/
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/our-studies/
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/get-involved/

. MARTEM FALLS FIRST NATION
ALL SEASON COMMUNITY ACCESS ROAD

HAVE YOU HAD YOUR SAY?

Draft Environmental Assessment
/ Impact Statement

REVIEW PERIOD ENDS ON JUNE 23, 2025!

Have you had your say? The review period of the Draft Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement ends on June
23, 2025!

We encourage you to review the Draft Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement, and its supporting documents, and
submit your questions or feedback. The Draft Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement, and its supporting documents,
can be accessed online to download and view at https://eais.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/ with hard copies available in-
person at select locations found within the notice of publication HERE.

Your input and feedback on the Draft Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement will help inform the preparation of the
Final Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement related to the proposed Community Access Road. Questions and
feedback can be shared with the Project Team via:

e Email: eaisinput@martenfallsaccessroad.ca
e Website: https://eais.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/
e Mail: AECOM Canada Ltd.
C/0O Joanne Wang,
105 Commerce Valley Drive West, 8th Floor,
Markham, ON L3T 7W3

Back to Top

Explore the Environmental Assessment / Impact
Statement:
Watch Our Webinars and Videos

As the Draft Environment Assessment / Impact Statement review period comes to a close, the Community Access Road team
is offering different ways to learn more about the report.

Webinars

The Draft Environment Assessment / Impact Statement Webinar series looked at different valued components and studies
related to Land, Water and People and shared information on potential effects, mitigation measures, residual effects and
cumulative effects. The topics covered include: Community Well-Being, Ungulates, Fish & Fish Habitat and Land & Resource

Use.

Thank you to everyone who joined us to learn about these fascinating topics.


https://eais.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/
https://eais.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/2025-04-16-MFFN-CAR-Public-Notice.pdf
mailto:eaisinput@martenfallsaccessroad.ca
https://eais.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/

The webinar series has concluded, but you can view these (and all our past webinars) HERE.
Videos

Check out our current videos on the Draft Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement on our website, and watch for new
content including an additional video on Cumulative Effects, is coming soon.

Stay up to date on all our content by visiting us online at https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/.

Back to Top

Public Information Centre #6: Materials Now Online
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The Marten Falls First Nation Community Access Road Project Team hosted two Public Information Centres in Thunder Bay
and Geraldton on May 26 and May 29, 2025, respectively, and Community meetings with Marten Falls and Aroland First
Nations.

Thank you to everyone who was able to join us! We appreciate you taking the time to come speak with the Project Team and
discuss your questions, concerns and feedback relating to the Draft Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement and

Cumulative Effects.

If you were unable to attend, don’t worry! Public Information Centre #6 materials are now available HERE for your review.

Back to Top



https://vimeo.com/showcase/mffn-webinars
https://vimeo.com/showcase/mffn-webinars
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/draft-ea-is/
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/get-involved/#pic6
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Get in Touch!

We are on Facebook, LinkedIn and Instagram! Follow us to stay up to date on
the Community Access Road.

Please contact us at any time with questions or comments, or to schedule a
meeting. Meetings can be arranged in-person in any community, in the Thunder

Bay area, or online. We want to hear what you have to say!

Questions or comments? Contact us at 1-800-764-9114 or
info@martenfallsaccessroad.ca.

Back to Top
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https://www.facebook.com/MFFNCommunityAccessRoadProject/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/marten-falls-first-nation-all-season-community-access-road/
https://www.instagram.com/martenfallsaccessroad/
mailto:info@martenfallsaccessroad.ca
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COMMUNITY ACCESS ROAD

Marten Falls First Nation (MFFN) Community Access
Road

June E-Blast 2025

Current and upcoming activities

We want to share the latest updates and progress on the Marten
Falls First Nation (MFFN) Community Access Road. This June
2025 E-Blast provides updates on current and upcoming
activities, featuring information on the:

— June 2025 UPDATE —

¢ The Draft Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement
review period has ended

The D’Fﬂﬁ Enviroamendal Aececsiment ]
e Upcoming 2025 Field Studies le//ma‘ QTWM.@ML e P%km{ Mf 1%
e Getin Touch! andl Mpcom.mﬁ 2025 Field SHudies

The Feedback Period has now Closed for the
Draft Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement

The review period for the Draft Environmental Assessment / Impact statement officially closed on June 23, 2025. We sincerely
thank everyone who took the time to review the documents and provide feedback.

Your input on the Draft Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement is important to us and will help shape the Final

Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement that will be submitted to the federal and provincial governments for review in
mid to late 2026.

Please click Contact Us if you would like to sign up to receive future updates.

Back to Top



https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/get-involved/#contact-us
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/draft-ea-is/
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/indigenous-knowledge-program/
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/documents/
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/our-studies/
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/get-involved/

Upcoming 2025 Field Studies

Field Studies are important to understand the
existing conditions of the local environment and
the potential effects of the proposed Community
Access Road on the social, cultural, economic and
natural environments. We have conducted a
variety of Field Studies, and the next one will
focus on water crossings.

Since 2019, archaeologists have been researching
potential sites for the Marten Falls First Nation
Community Access Road through Stage 1 and
Stage 2 Archaeological Assessments. With the
preferred route now chosen for the road,
archaeologists will conduct an additional field

survey this summer or fall, called a Stage 2
Assessment. This field program will focus on
water crossings. Work is expected to take
approximately two weeks, with dates to be
confirmed.

Back to Top

Get in Touch!

) EORINITY ACCESS RoAD
We are on Facebook, LinkedIn and Instagram! Follow us to stay up to date on
the Community Access Road.

Follow

Please contact us at any time with questions or comments, or to schedule a us!

meeting. Meetings can be arranged in-person in any community, in the Thunder
Bay area, or online. We want to hear what you have to say!

Questions or comments? Contact us at 1-800-764-9114 or

info@martenfallsaccessroad.ca. ///////é .

Back to Top



https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/2025-07-09-MFFN-Summer-2025-Field-Notice.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/MFFNCommunityAccessRoadProject/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/marten-falls-first-nation-all-season-community-access-road/
https://www.instagram.com/martenfallsaccessroad/
mailto:info@martenfallsaccessroad.ca
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Home Draft EA /IS The Project [ Indigenous Knowledge Program Documents

Our Studies Get Involved [ []

Marten Falls First Nation (MFFN)
Community Access Road

July E-Blast 2025

Current and upcoming activities

We want to share the latest updates and
progress on the Marten Falls First Nation
(MFEN) Community Access Road. This July
2025 E-Blast provides updates on current and
upcoming activities, featuring information on
the:

* The Latest on the Draft Environmental
Assessment / Impact Statement

e Plain Language Summaries in Five
Languages

¢ New Video: Understanding Cumulative
Effects


https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/draft-ea-is/
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/indigenous-knowledge-program/
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/documents/
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/our-studies/
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/get-involved/

Webinar Series: Explore our Studies on
Land, Water and People

Upcoming Field Work: Stage 2
Archeological Assessment

Get in Touch!

— July 2025 UPDATE—

77% Latedd on the b—rwﬂ EA/ /J‘,

New (Moleo : [/f;»wfarjfa.mﬁnﬂ
Cumulative Effects, Webinar Jeries:
Explove our SHicies on Land, Water and Peaple,
Upcoming Freld Wovk:

Stage 7 Archeolopical Avsessment

The Latest on the Draft Environmental Assessment /
Impact Statement

We're excited to share that we've
received over 1,500 comments on the
Draft Environmental Assessment /

Impact Statement. This is a testament to @ Ml iccessons
the interest in the Community Access WE HAVE RECEIVED

: / OVER 1500
Road and the Environmental Assessment COMMENTS!

/ Impact Assessment process.

Thank you for your feedback on the
Draft Environmental Assessment /
Impact Statement.

Our team is now carefully reviewing
input received and working to
incorporate it into the Final

Environmental Assessment / Impact
Statement.

We would like to extend our sincere

thanks to everyone who took the time to
review the documents and share

feedback during the review period.

Stay tuned for updates as we move
forward together.



Plain Language Summaries in Five Languages

The Plain language Summaries for all technical documents supporting the Draft
Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement are now available HERE. These
summaries are available in English, French, Oji-Cree, Cree and Ojibway and highlight
key areas of study and the assessment process for each valued component. If you are
interested in learning more about topics covered in the Plain Language Summaries,
please view the full Technical Reports available HERE.

Back to Top

New Video: Understanding Cumulative Effects

@ MARTEN FALLS FIRST NATION
ALL SEASON COMMUNITY ACCESS ROAD

UNDERSTANDING
CUMULATIVE EFFECTS

July 2025
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A key part of the Environmental Assessment / Impact Assessment for the proposed
Community Access Road is understanding Cumulative Effects, or the combined effects
on the environment of past, present and future activities in the projects area.

To evaluate Cumulative Effects, three key concepts are considered:


https://eais.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/plain-language-summaries/
https://eais.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/appendices/
https://vimeo.com/1096031872/90de3c9f05?fl=pl&fe=vl

e Temporal Overlap: when one activity happens at the same time as another
activity

e Spatial Overlap: when one activity happens in the same area as another activity

e Reasonably Foreseeable Projects: projects that we can reasonably anticipate for
consideration

By understanding each of these key concepts in the project area, we are committed to

making informed and responsible decisions for the Marten Falls First Nation
community and the environment.

Back to Top

Webinar Series: Explore our Studies on Land, Water
and People
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This past spring, four webinars were held to support the review of the Draft
Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement. These sessions explored studies related
to Land, Water and People, offering valuable insights into potential effects, mitigation
strategies, residual impacts and cumulative considerations.

Topics covered included:

Community Well-Being
Ungulates

Fish

Land & Resource Use

Recordings from the recent webinars are now available, along with access to all
previous sessions in the series HERE.

Back to Top


https://vimeo.com/showcase/mffn-webinars?page=2

Stage 2 Archeological Assessment

Since 2019, archaeologists have been researching potential sites for the Marten Falls
First Nation Community Access Road through Stage 1 and Stage 2 Archaeological
Assessments. With the preferred route now chosen for the road, archaeologists will
conduct an additional Stage 2 Archaeological Assessment this summer.

Field crews are scheduled to begin work on Thursday, August 7, 2025, and are expected
to complete their work by August 25, 2025 (pending weather and / or site conditions).

Stage 2 field surveys will be conducted in the following locations in advance of
geotechnical investigations:

e where the road is planned to cross waterbodies;
e at sites where bridges may be built; and

* at one potential aggregate location.

If you are located in the study area, you may notice an increase in air traffic as field
crews will be accessing sites across the study area by helicopter.

To learn more about this and other upcoming Field Programs, check out the notice
HERE.

Back to Top

Get in Touch!

We are on Facebook, LinkedIn and Instagram! Follow
us to stay up to date on the Community Access Road.

Please contact us at any time with questions or

comments, or to schedule a meeting. Meetings can be

arranged in-person in any community, in the Thunder e NAOUDUNGG dsttd



https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/2025-07-09-MFFN-Summer-2025-Field-Notice.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/MFFNCommunityAccessRoadProject/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/marten-falls-first-nation-all-season-community-access-road/
https://www.instagram.com/martenfallsaccessroad/
https://www.facebook.com/MFFNCommunityAccessRoadProject/
https://www.facebook.com/MFFNCommunityAccessRoadProject/

Bay area, or online. We want to hear what you have to

say!

Questions or comments? Contact us at 1-800-764-9114
or info@martenfallsaccessroad.ca.

Back to Top
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Draft Environmental Assessment /
Impact Statement

A2.1 Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement Notice
A2.1.1  Notice
A2.2 Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement Email Notification

A2.3 Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement Assessment
Summary Package

A2.4 Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement Plain Language
Summaries (English, Oji-Cree and Ojibway)

A2.4.1 Archaeology and Cultural Heritage

A2.4.2 Climate Change Adaptation

A2.4.3 Community Well-Being

A2.4.4 Fish and Habitat

A2.4.5 Groundwater and Surface Water

A2.4.6 Acoustics (Noise and Vibration)

A2.4.7 Peatlands

A2.4.8 Physiography, Terrain, Soils, and Vegetation
A2.4.9 Ungulates

A2.4.10 Visual Environment and Land and Resource Use
A2.4.11 Wildlife and Birds

ke

e s <5



A2.1 Notices
A2.1.1 Notice

SRRy )

ke



A2.1.1 Notice

SRRy )

ke



@ MARTEN FALLS FIRST NATION
ALL SEASON COMMUNITY ACCESS ROAD

e W i D <k

NOTICE OF PUBLICATION OF THE DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL
ASSESSMENT / IMPACT STATEMENT
MARTEN FALLS FIRST NATION COMMUNITY ACCESS ROAD PROJECT

THE STUDY

The proposed Marten Falls First Nation (MFFN)
Community Access Road would be a new all-
season road approximately 190 km in length that
would connect the remote northern community of
Marten Falls First Nation to the Ontario provincial
highway network. The Community Access Road
would be located 430 km northeast of Thunder Bay,
Ontario, in Ontario’s far north, within the traditional
territory of Marten Falls First Nation, and within the
Ministry of Natural Resources District of Thunder
Bay and the Far North District.

The included key map shows the Project Study
Area, with the proposed Preferred Route.

DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT /
IMPACT STATEMENT (EA/1S)

Marten Falls First Nation has retained AECOM
Canada ULC. to undertake a combined Ontario
Comprehensive  Environmental  Assessment
(formerly known as an Individual Environmental
Assessment) and Federal Impact Assessment
for the Marten Falls First Nation Community
Access Road in accordance with the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act and the Canadian Impact
Assessment Act. An evaluation and consultation process is also being carried out according to the
requirements of the Class Environmental Assessment for Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry
Resource Stewardship and Facility Development Projects, as well as in accordance with the Class
Environmental Assessment for Provincial Parks and Conservation Reserves.

This Draft Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement report has been completed in accordance with
the Terms of Reference approved by Ontario’s Minister of the Environment, Conservation and Parks in
October 2021. Additionally, this Draft report has been completed in accordance with the requirements
of the Tailored Impact Statement Guidelines provided by the Impact Assessment Agency of Canada on
February 24, 2020.

The Draft Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement documents the evaluation of alternative
route alignments considered for the Community Access Road and presents the proposed Preferred
Route. It also documents the environmental impacts, including potential cumulative effects, proposed
mitigation measures, and commitments made by the proponent. Additionally, it documents engagement
and consultation undertaken thus far as part of the Environmental Assessment / Impact Assessment
process.
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CONSULTATION PERIOD AND CONTACT INFORMATION

The Draft Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement will be available for review beginning April 22,
2025 for a period of 60 days (i.e., June 23, 2025). Supporting documents can be accessed digitally
on the Project Website at https://eais.martenfallsaccessroad.ca. The in-person viewing locations are
as follows:

» Greenstone Public Library (Geraldton Branch): 405 2nd St. W., Geraldton, Ontario

* Greenstone Public Library (Longlac Branch): 110 Kenogami Drive, Longlac, Ontario

» Sioux Lookout Public Library: 21 Fifth Avenue, Sioux Lookout, Ontario

» Matawa First Nations Management: 233 S. Court Street, 2nd Floor, Thunder Bay, Ontario

« Thunder Bay Public Library: Waverley Resource Library, 285 Red River Rd, Thunder Bay, Ontario
» Timmins Public Library: 320 2nd Avenue, Timmins, Ontario

Public Information Centre #6 will be held in Thunder Bay and Geraldton, Ontario as follows:

* Thunder Bay Session - Monday, May 26, 2025 + Geraldton Session - Thursday, May 29, 2025
Superior Inn, 555 Arthur St W, Recreation Centre, 200 Wardrope Ave;
5p.m.to 8 p.m.* 4 p.m.to 7 p.m.*

*The first hour is dedicated for Indigenous Community members only.

Members of Indigenous communities, interested persons, agencies and other stakeholders are
encouraged to actively participate in the review of the Draft Environmental Assessment / Impact
Statement. Comments and feedback can be provided via the Project Website, email or by letter mail
until June 23, 2025 at the contact information provided below.

Project Website: www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca
Project Team Email: eaisinput@martenfallsaccessroad.ca
Mailing Address:

Lawrence Baxter James McCutchon
Senior Community Member Advisor Project Manager, AECOM

MFFEN Community Access Road Project Team MFFN Community Access Road Project Team

Any concerns raised during the review period will be documented in the Final Environmental Assessment/
Impact Statement Report.

Si vous souhaitez une copie de cette notification en frangais, veuillez visiter le site Internet du projet ou
envoyer un email au projet pour en demander une copie.

Comments are being collected to assist Marten Falls First Nation and AECOM in meeting the requirements under the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act and the Canadian
Impact Assessment Act. This material will be maintained on file for use during the study and may be included in project documentation. All personal information included in a
submission — such as name, address, telephone number and property location — is collected, maintained and disclosed to the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and
Parks for the purpose of transparency and consultation. The information is collected under the authority of the Environmental Assessment Act or is collected and maintained for
the purpose of creating a record that is available to the general public as described in s.37 of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. Personal information
you submit will become part of a public record that is available to the general public unless you request that your personal information remain confidential. For more information,
please contact the Project Officer or the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation, and Park’s Freedom of Information and Privacy Coordinator a

Date Published: April 22, 2025
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AVIS DE PUBLICATION DE L’EVALUATION ENVIRONNEMENTALE/
ETUDE D’IMPACT

PROVISOIRE DU PROJET DE ROUTE D’ACCES A LA COLLECTIVITE DE LA PREMIERE NATION
DE MARTEN FALLS

L’ETUDE 0
Le projet de route d’accés a la collectivité de
la Premiére Nation de Marten Falls (PNMF)
consisterait en une nouvelle route toutes saisons
longue d’environ 190 km qui relierait la collectivité
nordique éloignée de la Premiere Nation de Marten
Falls au réseau routier provincial de I'Ontario. La
route d’acces a la collectivité serait située a 430 B~
km au nord-est de Thunder Bay (Ontario), dans le
Grand Nord de I'Ontario, sur le territoire traditionnel
de la Premiére Nation de Marten Falls et dans le
district de Thunder Bay et le district du Grand Nord
du ministére des Richesses naturelles.

La carte-index incluse montre la zone d’étude du
projet, avec le tracé privilégié proposé.

EVALUATION ENVIRONNEMENTALE/ -
ETUDE D’IMPACT PROVISOIRE L

La Premiere Nation de Marten Falls a sollicité
les services dAECOM Canada ULC pour lancer
une évaluation environnementale exhaustive
de I'Ontario (anciennement connue sous le nom
d’évaluation environnementale distincte) et une
étude d’'impact fédérale pour la route d’acces a la collectivité de la Premiere Nation de Marten Falls,
conformément a la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales de I'Ontario et a la Loi sur I'évaluation
d’'impactcanadienne. Un processus d’évaluation etde consultation estégalementen cours conformément
aux exigences de I'Evaluation environnementale de portée générale relative a des projets d’intendance
de ressources et de developpement d’installations du Ministere des Richesses naturelles et des Foréts,
ainsi qu’a I'Evaluation environnementale de portée générale relative aux parcs provinciaux et aux
réserves de conservation.

MARTEN FALLS FIRST NATION
COMMUNITY ACCESS ROAD

Preferred Route

Ce rapport provisoire d’évaluation environnementale/étude d’impact a été réalisé conformément au
mandat approuvé par le Ministre de 'Environnement, de la Protection de la nature et des Parcs de
I'Ontario en octobre 2021. En outre, ce rapport provisoire a été rédigé conformément aux exigences
des lignes directrices individualisées relatives a I'étude d'impact fournies par '’Agence d’évaluation
d’'impact du Canada le 24 février 2020.

L'évaluation environnementale/étude d’'impact provisoire documente [I'évaluation des différents
tracés envisagés pour la route d’accés a la collectivité et présente le tracé privilégié proposé. Elle
documente également les impacts sur I'environnement, y compris les effets cumulatifs potentiels, les
mesures d’atténuation proposées et les engagements pris par le promoteur. En outre, elle documente
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'engagement et la consultation entrepris jusqu’a présent dans le cadre du processus d’'évaluation
environnementale/d’évaluation d’impact.

PERIODE DE CONSULTATION ET COORDONNEES DE CONTACT

L’évaluation environnementale/étude d’impact provisoire pourra étre consultée a compter du 22 avril
2025 et pendant 60 jours (soit jusqu’au 23 juin 2025). Les documents a I'appui seront accessibles
au format numérique sur le site Web du projet, a I'adresse http://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/draft-
ea-is/. Des copies papier sont consultables en personne aux endroits suivants :

+ Bibliothéque publique de Greenstone — Succursale de Geraldton: 405 2nd St. W., Geraldton,
Ontario

* Bibliothéque publique de Greenstone — Succursale de Longlac: 110 Kenogami Drive, Longlac,
Ontario

+ Bibliothéque publique de Sioux Lookout: 21 Fifth Avenue, Sioux Lookout, Ontario
» Matawa First Nations Management: 233 S. Court Street, 2nd Floor, Thunder Bay, Ontario

+ Bibliothéque publique de Thunder Bay — Bibliotheque de ressource Waverley, 285 Red River Rd,
Thunder Bay, Ontario

* Bibliothéque publique de Timmins: 320 2nd Avenue, Timmins, Ontario

Un Centre d’information se tiendra a Thunder Bay et a Geraldton, Ontario, en mai 2025. Veuillez
consulter notre site Web pour obtenir des mises a jour sur les réunions.

» Séance de Thunder Bay — lundi 26 mai 2025 » Séance de Geraldton — jeudi 29 mai 2025
Superior Inn, 555 Arthur St W; Centre récréatif, 200 Wardrope Ave;
de 17 ha 20 h* de 16 ha 19 h*.

*La premiére heure est réservée aux membres de la communauté autochtone.

Les membres des collectivités autochtones, les personnes intéressées, les agences et les autres
parties prenantes sont invités a participer activement a 'examen de I'évaluation environnementale/
étude d’impact provisoire. Les commentaires et les réactions peuvent étre transmis par le biais du site
Web du projet, par courrier électronique ou par courrier postal jusqu’au 23 juin 2025 aux coordonnées
indiquées ci-dessous.

Site Web du projet : www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca
Adresse électronique de I’équipe du projet : eaisinput@martenfallsaccessroad.ca
Adresse postale :
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Lawrence Baxter James McCutchon
Conseiller principal des membres de la collectivité Gestionnaire projet, AECOM

Equipe du projet de route d’accés a la collectivitt  Equipe du projet de route d’accés a la collectivité
PNMF PNMF

Toute préoccupation soulevée au cours de la période d’examen sera consignée dans le rapport final de
I'évaluation environnementale/étude d’'impact..

Si vous souhaitez une copie de cette notification en frangais, veuillez visiter le site Internet du projet ou
envoyer un email au projet pour en demander une copie.

Les commentaires sont recueillis pour aider la Premiere Nation de Marten Falls et AECOM a répondre aux exigences de la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales de
I'Ontario et de la Loi sur I'évaluation d’impact canadienne. lls seront conservés dans les dossiers pour étre utilisés pendant I'étude et pourront étre inclus dans la documentation
du projet. Tous les renseignements personnels compris dans une soumission — tels que le nom, I'adresse, le numéro de téléphone et 'emplacement de la propriété — sont
recueillis, conservés et divulgués au Ministére de 'Environnement, de la Protection de la nature et des Parcs a des fins de transparence et de consultation. Les renseignements
sont recueillis en vertu de la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales ou sont recueillis et conservés aux fins de la création d’un dossier accessible au grand public comme
décrit dans la s. 37 de la Loi sur I'accés a l'information et la protection de la vie privée. Les renseignements personnels que vous soumettez feront partie d’un dossier accessible
au grand public, a moins que vous ne demandiez que vos renseignements personnels restent confidentiels. Pour plus d’informations, veuillez contactegls et ou le
coordinateur de I'accés a I'information et de la protection de la vie privée du Ministére de 'Environnement, de la Protection de la nature et des Parcs aw

Date de publication : 22 avril 2025
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Lawrence Baxter James McCutchon
Senior Community Member Advisor Project Manager, AECOM
MFFN Community Access Road Project Team MFFN Community Access Road Project Team
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AKAWE GAKINA GEGOO DA-NAANAAGAJICHIGAADE GE-INAMOK
MIIKANA/GE-IZHICHIGAADEG IWEDI
MARTEN FALLS ISHKONIGAN MIIKANAAKEWIN

WEWENI JI-NAANAAGAJICHIGAADEG
MIIKANAAKEWIN

Waa-onji-ozhichigaadeg owe apane go
dayaabadad miikana Marten Fall Ishkonigan
(MFFN) 190 km da-akoomon ji-bagamomok
iwedi biinish igo da-sakamon gichi-miikanaang.
Owe da-akoomon 430 km onji-apii Wiikwedong,
Ontario giiwedinong miinawaa waabanong nake
da-ondamon, mii iwe Anishinaabewaki Marten
Falls Ishkoniganing, Ogowe gizhaadigewininiwag
ezhi-dibendamowaad Wiikwedong Aki Waasa
Giiwedinong.

Ayaa akiimazina’igan Debaajimomagak waa-
inamog miikana.

GAKINA GEGOO DA-
NAANAAGAJICHIGAADE/GE-
IZHICHIGAADEG (EA/IS)

Marten Falls Ishkonigan gii-kagwedwewag
AECOM Canada ULC. akawe weweni ji-gagwe-
gikendamowaad ge-izhiseg owe Aki Ontario
Comprehensive Environmental Assessment

(ezhinikaadegiban ako Individual Environmental
Assessment) gaye Zhaaganaashiiwaki ge-izhichigaadeg imaa Marten Falls Ishkonigan Miikana

odaabajitoonaawaa Zhaaganaashiiwaki Inaakonigewinan Ontario Environmental Assessment Act
gaye Canadian Impact Assessment Act. Gii-kiizhi-ganawaabanjigaade da-gagwejimaawag Marten
Falls Ishkonigan Anishinaabeg Class Environmental Assessment for Ministry of Natural Resources
gaye Forestry Resource Stewardship gaye Facility Development Projects gemaa gaye, Class
Environmental Assessment for Provincial Parks gaye Conservation Reserves.

Owe da-naanaagijichigaade ge-inamok miikana ge-izhichigaadeg Draft Environmental Assessment
/ Impact Statement aazhe gii-giizhichigaade aazha gii-taangibii'ige Ontario’s Minister of the
Environment, Conservation gaye Parks in October 2021. Nawaj geyaabi, gii-giizhichigaade Tailored
Impact Statement Guidelines ge-izhi-biinak miikana Impact Assessment Agency of Canada apii
Makoonsiwigiizis 24, 2020.

Owe Draft Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement da-naanaagijichigaade ge-inamok
miikana ge-izhichigaadeg mazina'iganing ozhibii'igaade ge-inamog Miikana gemaa gaye nawaj
bakaan ji-inamok Oga-nagwatoonaawaan Ge-inamogiban. Ge-izhinaagwak minik gegoo gemaa
gaye ozhichigaadegin, mazina’igan dibaajimomagad weweni gegoo izhichigewinan, ninga-
gananwendaaming debwewinan omaa onji-mazina’iganing ekidomagakin. Nawaj geyaabi,
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owe mazina’igan dibaajimomagak aazha gii-kaganoonindwaa ishkonigani Anishinaabeg da-
naanaagajichigaade ge-inamok miikana ge-izhichigaadeg inaakonigewin Environmental Assessment /
Impact Assessment.

Mil OMAA GE-ONJI-GAACHIJI''YAANGIBAN WII-KIKENDAMEG GEGOO

Da-naanaagijichigaade ge-inamok miikana/ Ge-izhichigaadeg mazina’igan owe apii da-waabanjigaade
mazina’igan Maangogiizis 22, 2025 owe minik da-naagwad 60 giizhigadoon (i.e., Ode’iminikewigiizis
23, 2025). Giishpin geyaabi gegoo wii-kikendaman omaa ji-waabandaanan Aazhawaatebii’iganing
http://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/draft-ea-is/. Gidaa-bi-ganawaabandaanan mazina’igan omaa:

» Greenstone Agindaasowigamigong — Geraldton Branch: 405 2nd St. W., Geraldton, Ontario
» Greenstone Agindaasowigamigong — Longlac Branch: 110 Kenogami Drive, Longlac, Ontario
+ Sioux Lookout Agindaasowigamigong — 21 Fifth Avenue, Sioux Lookout, Ontario

+ Matawa First Nations Management — 233 S. Court Street, 2nd Floor, Thunder Bay, Ontario

* Wiikwedong Agindaasowigamigong — Waverley Resource Agindaasowigamigong, 285 Red River
Rd, Thunder Bay, Ontario

» Timmins Public Agindaasowigamigong— 320 2nd Avenue, Timmins, Ontario

Omaa Wiikwedong gaye Geraldton, Ontario da-onji-miinindim mazina’iganan Zaagibagaawigiizis 2025.
Omaa gidaa-inaab aazhawaatebii’iganing apii waa-tibaakonigeng.

» Wiikwedong - Ishkwaa-anama’ewigiizhigad, » Geraldton - Niiyogiizhigad, Zaagibagaawigiizis

Zaagibagaawigiizis 26, 2025. 29, 2025
Superior Inn, 555 Arthur St W; Recreation Centre, 200 Wardrope Ave;
5p.m. -8 p.m.* 4 p.m.—7p.m.*

*Nitam ningo-diba’igan Anishinaabeg eta go gaa-ayaawaad ishkoniganing.

Marten Falls Anishinaabeg giishpin inendamowaad wiinawaa da-bi-izhaawag ji-waabandamowaad
mazina’igan Draft Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement, gaye ogowe jiigaya’ii gaa-daawaad.
Giishpin gegoo ayaayan ikidowinan omaa izhaan aazhawaatebii’iganing, gemaa gaye ozhibii’'amaadiwin
o’apii ji-ozhibii'igeyan Odemininikewigiizis 23, 2025 omaa.

Aazhawaatebii’iganing: www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca
Izhi-aazhawaatebii’iganing: eaisinput@martenfallsaccessroad.ca
Ge-izhi-ozhibii’lamaagooyamban aandi:

Lawrence Baxter James McCutchon
Senior Community Member Advisor Project Manager, AECOM
MFFEN Community Access Road Project Team MFFN Community Access Road Project Team
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Giishpin gegoo gagwedweyan da-ozhibii'igaade omaa iwe mazina’igan aazha gaa-kiizhichigaadeg.

Impact Assessment Act. Minik gegoo gaa-ayaayaang weweni da-ganawenjijigaade giishpin andawendaakwak naagaj. Gakina wiinzowinan — giigidobiiwaabikoonsi
gikiniwaajibii'iganan gakina, gaye endaayan — weweni da-naagwad, aazha gaa-gii-anokaadeg izhichigewinan Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks.
Gakina gegoo gaa-gii-maawandoonigaadeg imaa da-dazhi-ganawenjigaadewan Environmental Assessment Act awegwen igo daa-waabandaanan awegwen igo odaa-
naanaagadawaabandaanan s.37 Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. Aazha giin gaa-ikidoyan da-waabanjijigaade giishpin inendaman gaawiin awiya
gikendanziwaad gaa-ikidoyan inendamoyan. Giishpin geyaabi gegoo wii-kikenda. izhigagwedwn Project Officer gemaa gaye Ministry of the Environment,
Conservation, gaye Park’s Freedom of Information gaye Privacy Coordinator imam

O’apii Ozhichigaade: Aandegogiizis 24, 2025
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Subject: Upcoming Release of the Draft Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement - February 18, 2025
Sent: 2025-02-13, 4:43:01 PM

From: Marten Falls First Nation Community Access Road - Draft Environmental Assessment / Impact

To:
Cc:

Dear Matthew Angees,

We are pleased to announce that the Marten Falls First Nation Community Access Road Project Team will be making the
Draft Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement available for review by Indigenous communities and groups on
February 18, 2025, at htips://eais.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/. The Draft Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement is
approximately 1,100 pages long, and provides background on Marten Falls First Nation, why they need the Community
Access Road, and the studies and activities they have completed to support the proposed development of a road to their
Community.

In addition, Indigenous communities and groups can expect to receive a plain language summary of the Draft
Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement and Technical Supporting Documents—the Assessment Summary—by
registered mail over the coming days. This information package includes the following:

Introduction to the Assessment Summary;

Executive summary (of the Draft Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement);

Letter from Chief Achneepineskum;

Introduction to the plain language summaries and technical discipline reports (Tech Talk); and

Technical discipline plain language summaries, including explanations of key definitions and common elements
across all summaries.

Included with the Assessment Summary, to support your review, is a USB containing all documents related to the Draft
Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement, including the plain language summaries described above. In addition,
Indigenous communities who requested hard copies of the Draft Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement will receive
these the week of February 24, 2025; approximately 5-6 banker boxes of information will be delivered to the address
provided.

As a reminder, the Indigenous communities and groups we are engaging have early access to the Draft Environmental
Assessment / Impact Statement; the public review period starts 60-days after the early release to Indigenous communities /
groups and ends the same day. This means that Indigenous communities and groups have 120 calendar days to review
and provide their comments to the Project Team on the Draft Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement. The review
periods for Indigenous communities and groups, the public and regulators ends June 18, 2025.

Comments and feedback on the Draft Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement can be provided via the Project
Website, email or by letter mail, until June 18, 2025, at the addresses provided below.

Website: https://eais.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/

Email: eaisinput@martenfallsaccessroad.ca

Mailing Address:

If you are not able to provide us with your feedback through any of these addresses, please contact us at_
We will find a way to support your submission through other means.

Four additional support documents for the Environmental Assessment / Impact Assessment process will be released over
the coming months. These are:

» Milestone 3 Progress Report—This summary of consultation activities was issued for review by Indigenous
communities in November 2024, in advance of the release of the Draft Environmental Assessment / Impact
Statement. This progress report provides a detailed account of engagement and communication activities conducted


https://eais.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/
https://eais.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/plain-language-summaries/
https://eais.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/
mailto:eaisinput@martenfallsaccessroad.ca

from June 1, 2023 to July 31, 2024. A final version of the report will be made available once feedback has been
reviewed and addressed; feedback has been requested by February 14, 2025.

« Draft Record of Consultation and Engagement with Indigenous Communities—This Record of Consultation and
Engagement will be available this summer in advance of the Final Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement.
The Indigenous communities and groups we are engaging will have the opportunity to review and comment on the
report prior to the release of the Final Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement. Communities will be provided
90 days to review the Draft Record of Consultation and Engagement with Indigenous Communities.

« Aboriginal and / or Treaty Rights and Interests Reports (ATRI) Reports—In the coming months, Indigenous
communities will be provided with community-specific Aboriginal and / or Treaty Rights and Interest assessment
results. In 2024, communities were provided with community-specific preliminary existing conditions ATRI reports for
their review. Some feedback was received, and this information will be included, where applicable, in the soon-to-be
released ATRI assessment results. This phased approach allows Indigenous communities time to consider their
community-specific ATRI assessment in consideration of the information shared in the Draft Environmental
Assessment / Impact Statement. Communities will be provided 90 days to review their ATRI assessment results and
provide comment.

« Community Well-Being Technical Report— Community Well-Being examines three interconnected disciplines:
economics, socio-community, and human health and community safety. The Community Well-Being Technical Report
will describe changes that might result from the proposed Community Access Road; recognizing both opportunities
and challenges. This report will be available for Indigenous communities and groups in April ahead of the release of
the Draft Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement to the public and regulators. Communities will be provided
90 days to review the Community Well-Being Technical Report and provide comment. A plain language Community
Well-Being summary has been prepared and included with the Assessment Summary. It is also available on the Draft
Environmental / Impact Statement website.

Any concerns raised during the review period by Indigenous communities will be documented in the Final Environmental
Assessment / Impact Statement Report.

We appreciate your time and effort to review the Draft Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement, and associated
documents, and look forward to receiving your input. We encourage you to book time to meet with the Marten Falls First
Nation Community Access Road Project Team to explore your interests, questions and insights.

Marten Falls First Nation Community Access Road - Draft Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement
Website: https://eais.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/

Email: eaisinput@martenfallsaccessroad.ca

Phone:
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Subject: MFFN CAR Draft Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement is Available for Indigenous Review Online
Sent: 2025-02-19, 12:26:16 PM

To: Microsoft Outlook

Importance: High

The Marten Falls First Nation Community Access Road Project Team is excited to announce that the Draft
Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement and its supporting documents are now available online for review
by Indigenous communities and groups at the following website: htip://eais.martenfallsaccessroad.ca

As a reminder, the Indigenous communities and groups we are engaging have early access to the Draft
Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement; the public review period starts 60-days after this early release to
Indigenous communities / groups and ends the same day. This means that Indigenous communities and groups
have 120 calendar days to review and provide their comments to the Project Team. The review periods for
Indigenous communities and groups, the public and regulators ends June 18, 2025.

Comments and feedback on the Draft Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement can be provided via the
Project Website, email or by letter mail, until June 18, 2025, at the addresses provided below.

Website: hiip://eais.martenfallsaccessroad.ca

Email: eaisinput@martenfallsaccessroad.ca
Mailing Address:

If you are not able to provide us with your feedback through any of these addresses, please contact us at-
We will find a way to support your submission through another means.

We appreciate your time and effort to review the Draft Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement, and
associated documents, and look forward to receiving your input.

Warm regards,

The Marten Falls First Nation Community Access Road Project Team

Marten Falls First Nation Community Access Road - Draft Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement
Website: https://eais.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/

Email: eaisinput@martenfallsaccessroad.ca

Phone:



http://www.eais.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/
http://www.eais.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/
mailto:eaisinput@martenfallsaccessroad.ca
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/eais.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/__;!!ETWISUBM!zQadevoucvoI1IT0c5YsGvC7NAMCC_8_gvdFljeoFCzrhJ4yZisZPu93axIiq-v133QC3YcfF-sTwvxoUTE6ImQFIbhy8Y72aA$
mailto:eaisinput@martenfallsaccessroad.ca

Subject: MFFN CAR Draft Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement - Community Well-Being Report
Sent: 2025-04-16, 12:55:56 PM

To: info@martenfallsaccessroad.ca

We are pleased to announce that the Community Well-Being Report is now available for review by Indigenous
communties and groups ot [

Any Communities that have requested hard copies of the Draft Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement,
and its supporting documents, will be receiving the Community Well-Being report in 5-7 business days.
Review Period

The Indigenous communities and groups we are engaging received early access to the Draft Environmental
Assessment / Impact Statement on February 18, 2025, for a 120-day review period. As the Community Well-
Being Report was not available at that time, we encourage you to provide your comments on this report within
the remaining 75 days of the review period. Of note, the general public and regulators will have access to the
same Draft Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement, including the Community Well-Being Report, 60-days
after the Indigenous community early release starting April 22, 2025. The review periods for Indigenous
communities and groups, the public and regulators ends June 23, 2025.

Comments and feedback on the Draft Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement can be provided via the
Project Website, email or by letter mail, until June 23, 2025, at the addresses provided below.

Website: https://eais.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/

Email: eaisinput@martenfallsaccessroad.ca

Mailing Address:

If you are not able to provide us with your feedback through any of these addresses, please contact us at 1-
We will find a way to support your submission through other means.

Any concerns raised during the review period by Indigenous communities will be documented in the Final
Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement Report.

We appreciate your time and effort to review the Draft Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement, and
associated documents, and look forward to receiving your input. We encourage you to book time to meet with the
Marten Falls First Nation Community Access Road Project Team to explore your interests, questions and
insights.

Warm regards,

Marten Falls First Nation Community Access Road Project Team

Marten Falls First Nation Community Access Road - Draft Environmental Assessment /
Impact Statement

Website: eais.martenfallsaccessroad.ca

Email: eaisinput@martenfallsaccessroad.ca
Phone:



https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/eais.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/__;!!Lf6Qiy2W1hJLYg5QahE!11wGQz6V8YSHcHOSWANTGNBumGZr2FERlpjTJkqwdI8qiwjmusD3_dtDIZOLmIS-OVStpGFkt4L4sWi6bs0N2YkSIyOo$
mailto:eaisinput@martenfallsaccessroad.ca
https://eais.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/
mailto:eaisinput@martenfallsaccessroad.ca

Subject: MFFN CAR Draft Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement — Final days to provide feedback!
Sent: 2025-06-19, 5:43:31 PM

From: MFEN CA

To:

Bcc:

There are five days left to provide feedback on the Draft Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement for the Marten Falls First
Nation Community Access Road.

Indigenous communities we are engaging with received early access to the Draft Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement on
February 18, 2025. It was made available to the public and regulators for review on April 22, 2025.

The review period for Indigenous communities and groups, the public and regulators ends June 23, 2025.

The Draft Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement can be accessed digitally on the Project Website at

https://eais.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/.

Questions and feedback can be shared with the Project Team via:

e Email: eaisinput@martenfallsaccessroad.ca

e Website: https://eais.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/



https://eais.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/
mailto:eaisinput@martenfallsaccessroad.ca
https://eais.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/

Your input and feedback will help inform the preparation of the Final Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement related to the
proposed Community Access Road.

If you have questions or if you would like to schedule a meeting to discuss, please contact us. We look forward to hearing from you!
Warm regards,

The Marten Falls First Nation Community Access Road Project Team

Marten Falls First Nation Community Access Road - Draft Environmental Assessment /
Impact Statement

Website: eais.martenfallsaccessroad.ca

Email: eaisinput@martenfallsaccessroad.ca
Phone:



https://eais.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/
mailto:eaisinput@martenfallsaccessroad.ca

A2.3 Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement
Assessment Summary Package
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A Message from Chief Bruce Achneepineskum

Boozhoo,

Marten Falls First Nation members have always aspired to connect our remote northern community to the
Ontario provincial highway network and the rest of Ontario. Our vision is to build a sustainable and thriving
community in the north. After years of effort, we are excited to say we are closer to making our dreams a reality
by reaching an important milestone—the delivery of the Draft Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement
for our Community Access Road.

The Community Access Road is more than infrastructure; it's about securing a better future for our people.

For many years, Marten Falls First Nation has faced extreme challenges that not only make it difficult day-to-
day but oftentimes can lead to life threatening situations. From state of emergencies in education, housing
shortages and boil water advisories to mental health crises in our young population and increasingly staggering
costs of food, we have taken matters into our own hands to transform our community.

With year-round access from the Community Access Road, we will have stable and dependable access to
healthcare, education and social services, ensuring that our community members receive the support they
need. It will also open up new economic opportunities, lift community members out of poverty and lower the
freight cost of goods. By improving transportation links, we can attract investment, create jobs and foster
sustainable growth that respects our traditions and values.

Moreover, the Community Access Road will allow family members to visit one another more regularly and
allow our members to return home. It will also strengthen our connections with other First Nations, fostering
collaboration, relationships and mutual support.

I urge all First Nations to recognize the profound importance of the Community Access Road and to support its
timely and successful completion. It is not just a path to progress; it is a testament to our resilience, our vision
for the future and our commitment to the well-being of our people.

Our community looks forward to continuing this conversation with you on next steps in the Environmental
Assessment / Impact Assessment process and on further advancing our vision and development goals. We
appreciate and thank you for your support and dedication to this crucial initiative so we can continue reaching
our dreams of a bright and prosperous future for Marten Falls First Nation.

Miigwetch,

Chief Bruce Achneepineskum
Marten Falls First Nation
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okimahkan Bruce Achneepineskum
Marten Falls intawinihk

Boozhoo,

Marten Falls ihtawinihk ininiwak kapi mana kocitdwak tacimostawayakwa kiwaytinohk ihtdwinhik Ontario
tipahaskan miskanawa asici misiway Ontario. Isikanawapahtamak, t-ositayak tawicihikocik ininiwak misiway
kiwaytinohk. kinwisk i-nocitayahk, niminwaynihtinan kisiwak i-natamahk ta-kisitayahhk oma kapi masihtayak

yakoma ihtawinihk miskanwaw nawac e-mistakihtik, otay ati nikan ininiwak i-kanawapimayahkwaw.

aspin kayas ohci, Martin Falls tipahaskan ininiwak mistahi ki-wapahtamak animisiwin, asci mihcitwaw
kihpiwapahtamak animisiwan. ininiwak mihcitwaw sihciwak, kinikaw kiskinahamatowinihk isi, ininiwak
i-nohtipancik waskahikana, nipi mina tosikatik, miciwin mina i-mistakihtik, aniki mina oskayak ininiwak
i-masitacik pimanisiwin. namona wihcasin oma kdmasihtayak, ikosi mana isipakosinimowahk miskanawa
tatoskipanik otay ati nikan. miskanawa takisihtayahk.

oma miskanaw kosihtayak kahkinaw ininiwak ta-wicihikotcik otay ati nik&n. miskanaw kawicihikona,
minwayawinihk isi, kiskinawhamatowinihk isi, wicihitowinihk mina, yakoma i-itinihtamak ininiwak ta-wicihikocik.
oskayihk ohpinsowina ta-téskipanikih ati-nikan. ininiwak ta-ti minonakohcikicik. ohpinsowinihk isi, atoskiwinihk
isi, nihinawi-pimatisiwinihk isi. ohi tipahaskan miskanawa ta-wicihikowak ininiwak otay ati nikan ohpinowinihk
isi.

ohi miskanawa ta-wcihikawak ininiwak asici ototaymiwawa mina, ohi-miskanaw kosihtayak kahkinaw ininiwak
ihtawinihk ta-minowiciwayakwaw kotakak ininiwak. osicikiwina, ta-minowiciwitowak kahkinah ininiwak.

kahinaw ininiwak niwihkbmananak ta-wicikadpawistakowahkwaw ni-wapahtinan ta-minawsik pimatisiwin ispi-
kisitayaki miskanaw. ohi miskanaw kosihtayak kayas ohci-masihtayak, pinisk atinokwan nitatoskiwinan, mina
otay ati-nikan. kahkinaw ininiwak ta-minawyacik.

namona nikisihtanan ciswa, maka kiyapic nikatoskanan, kiyapic kapikiskwatinan tacimostatowahk anima
ka-pi-masihtayak oma isicikiwin. otay ati-nikan kawapahtinanaw kitatoskiwinaw. mistahih kinanaskomitinan
i-pisitoskawiyahk, kiyapic mina ka-kihokatonaw miigwetch Martin Falls ihtawinihk ininiwak.

Miigwetch,

okimahkan Bruce Achneepineskum
Marten Falls ihtawinihk
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okimakan bruce achineepineskum
marten falls tashikewin

pooshoo,

ekwa marten falls tashikewin anishinapek mawach opakosentanawa cinatamok oma Ontario kicimikana
mina oma misiwe Ontario owe kiwetinok nitashikewininan katakwak. Ekwa nitishinamowininan inate
kwayak cioncitamasoyak mina kwayak ciminosek owe nitishkonikaninan oma kiwetinok. Ekkwa mishiniahki
kapimanokatamak, mawach nichaxhikentamin ciwitamak asha kekat etepinamak owe kakicinentakok
nipakosenimowininan -tapishkoc kawipakitinamak kwayancicikewin akio nanakacicikewin/wanacikewin
witamakewin owe nitashikewin mikanakewininan oci.

ekwa kwanin piko eta owe tashikewin kicimikanakewin kaicikatek, ahi osha kaye kakanawapancikatek
nitanishininiminanak kwayak kekonan ciani ayawac ani nikan. Ekwa mishinoahki piotanak, marten falls
tashikewin nanakamishin animisewinan opinakishkanan ekwa kaye pimatisowinan eonacinaniciyak.

Tokan kaye kiciwicihiwewinan kantotamakin oma kikihnomakewinik, wakahikanan kanotasekin mina
kahmachakamik nipin mina maitinencikanapinewin oshkatisak kaanimihikowac ekwa mina kaani kicishpakitek
miicim, ekwa amiwe okoweniwan ninawac kayanokatamakin oma nitashikewininan. Ekwa kwanin mina
wentasinoncimaminonamakin kakina nitisewininanan, shakoc nipakosenimomin kwayak ciani macicikeyak
tapishkoc okweniwan kekonan kanawentamankin, tokan nitashikewin kicimikanakewininan cianitakwak.

ekwa kishpin takwak owe nitashikewininan kicimikanakewin, amiwe keishinakwak apin cionciwencisek
citepinamakin tokan mashkikiwi wicihiwewin, kihkinomakewin ekwa pimatisiwi wicihiwewinan, kecinac
nitanishininiminanak kwayak ciminakanowac wicihiwewinan kanantawentamowin. Ekwa mishin mina
kotakiiyan oshki kekonan taoncitakwanon, ekwa mina napic citakwak notasewin mina ciociwentakintekin
kekonan kapicikatekin. Ekwa kishpin kwayak ishinakowak pimocikewin, ocitamasowin nikatepinaminan, mina
anokiwinan citakwakin tapishkoc cikicinencikemakakin nitishipimatisowininanan onci.

ekwa tash, nitashikewi kicimikanakewininan okawicihikowininan sasakonak cioncikakiwitamitowac ekwa mina
nitanishininiminanak cioncipapikiwewac. Ekwa ahik kaye taoncimashkwawisemakan cinatamok kotakiyan
anishinapewi tashikewinan katakwakin, mishkoc kwayak ciwitanokimitinanowak, ciwiciwitonaniwak ekwa
ciwicihitonaniwak.



ekwa kakina nikanonak anishinapek, kapeshinakokin tawinan mina kawitanokmakanowac kwayak
cinisitawinamowac mawac ekicinetakwak owe tashikewin kicimikanakewin mina ciwicitowac mishkoc

kwayak owe cikishicikatek. Ekwa kwann piko eta owe kaoshicikatek kakanawapacikatek; ewapacikatekosha
kikashkitamasiwininan, mina kitishinamowininan nikan kainapinaniwak mina ewapatahiweyak kipakitisowininan
mishkoc kwayak ciisisewac kitanishininiminanak.

ekwa amiwe piko nitashikewininan keishipimi animotamakoyek anin apin mina keanitocikatek owe ahkio
nanakacicikewin/wanacikewin witamakewinkaanokatekin ekwa mina awashime cikanawapacikatek
nitishinamowininan mina nimacicikewi onacikewininanan. Ekwa nimonentamin mina ninanakomomin
kawicihishiyak mina kapakitinitisiyek kwayak citocikatek owe macicikewin ekwa mina cipimikanawapatamakin
nitinapatamowininan mina kwayak ciishisek ani nikan owe marten falls tashikewin.

miigwetch,

okimakan bruce achineepineskum
marten falls tashikewin
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Executive Summary

Issued February 2025

The Marten Falls First Nation Community Access Road (Community Access Road)
needs to meet both provincial and federal requirements prior to obtaining approval to
proceed with construction activities. One of the federal requirements is the preparation
of an assessment summary of the Draft Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement
that contains sufficient details for the reader to understand the project. To meet this
requirement, and provide readers with easy access to the information they value most,
we have created a package of information that consists of the following components:

¢ Executive summary;
¢ Chief’s letter;

¢ Technical discipline plain language summaries (including explanations of key
definitions and common elements across all summaries); and

¢ Other supporting information.

ES 1. Our Story

We, Marten Falls First Nation, are an Anishinaabe community located at the junction of
the Albany and Ogoki Rivers in northern Ontario. The nearest major city to our
Community is Thunder Bay, Ontario, approximately 430 kilometres to the southeast.

This land has provided generously for our people, who have lived for generations
according to its rhythms and been governed by its natural laws. We call this
Anishinaabe bimaadiziwin—Anishinaabe way of living—it describes the way in which
we, as spiritual beings, are connected to the land and all other living beings. As
Anishinaabe people, we follow a set of instructions and teachings—called mino-
bimaadiziwin / living a good life—that were gifted to us by the Creator and detail how we
must interact with all of Creation in ways that are good and healthy.

Our ancestors lived seasonally, following the natural cycles of hunting, fishing and
gathering. Colonization; however, brought drastic changes. Newcomers unfamiliar with
our ways overhunted animals and imposed policies like the Indian Act, which restricted
our traditional practices and mobility. Our children were taken to residential schools,
where many suffered abuse, leaving a legacy of intergenerational trauma.



The remote location of our Community poses significant hardship. Marten Falls is only
accessible year-round by air transportation out of Thunder Bay and Nakina, Ontario. In
addition to access by air, a winter access road is built on an annual basis, but climate
change is making this temporary road increasingly less reliable. This limits access to
essential goods and services, while also limiting economic growth and opportunity. The
possibility to visit family and keep our bonds strong is also limited, as is our access to
the broader region, food, clean drinking water, fuel, building supplies and health care
services.

To remedy these issues, we are proposing a multi-purpose all-season community
access road which will connect us to the Ontario provincial highway network. It will open
access to goods and services and will allow our community members to move towards
a better future. An all-season community access road will allow us to assert our
sovereignty and secure a better future for our members. The Community Access Road
is also an act of economic reconciliation. We are proposing an approach to sustainable
development that is framed by our worldview as Anishinaabe peoples and is steeped in
our Community’s values.

ES 2. Why We Need This Road

The Community Access Road will connect us to the main highways in Ontario. It will
allow families to visit one another more easily and make travel safer. It will lower the
cost of food, fuel and other supplies, and will improve community services like health,
education and wellness. Our new road to the Community will also open up new
opportunities for the Community to grow and flourish.

A multi-purpose road can also increase economic opportunities for Indigenous
communities and others. The Community Access Road is anticipated to create jobs
during construction and through operations. It will improve Marten Falls First Nation’s
access to employment opportunities because our members will be able to reliably
commute to work year-round.

While the main use of the Community Access Road will be for Marten Falls First Nation,
the Province also wants it to be used for potential future mineral exploration. Building
the Community Access Road is part of the provincial government’s promise to create
jobs, provide long-term benefits and make life better for people in the far north.

The Community Access Road will not solve all our challenges, but it does represent a
step in a positive direction. It opens the door to new opportunities to grow as a
community and offers hope for a better future.



ES 3. Our Roles

We, Marten Falls First Nation, are the Proponent of the Community Access Road. We
are also an Indigenous community who needs to be consulted with. We have one Chief
and eight council members, who are elected every 2 years in accordance with the
Indian Act electoral system. As both the Proponent and the governing body, our Chief
and Council have the unique responsibility to further the Community Access Road while
also ensuring that community members are consulted with and heard. They are also
responsible for representing our members in a way that promotes the best interests of
our Community. Our Chief and Council approves the direction of the Community Access
Road with guidance from the Community and senior community members.

The Marten Falls First Nation Community Access Road Project Team (the Project
Team) was formed to support us in the preparation of the Environmental Assessment /
Impact Statement, and in meeting consultation and engagement requirements. The
Project Team includes two Senior Community Member Advisors, a Project Director and
a Technical Lead. The Project Team acts with the guidance, direction and input from
our Chief and Council, the Community Member Advisors and the community
membership.

The Project Team is tasked with managing and guiding the consultants, dealing with
financials, responding to inquiries and reviewing technical documents among other
tasks. The Project Team is also tasked with providing the Community and Chief and
Council with regular updates on progress, upcoming decisions needed and next steps.
They work with the technical experts and engineers to find a way to share data and
information with Marten Falls First Nation.

ES 4. How We Selected Our Road

Since 2007, a lot of effort has been invested in identifying the preferred route for the
Community Access Road. In 2019 the choice was narrowed down to two alternatives—
Alternative 1 and Alternative 4. Both start at Painter Lake Road and run north
approximately 130 kilometres before turning eastward towards our Community, roughly
following the north side of the Albany River.

Alternative 1 and Alternative 4 run parallel, overlap and cross each other at multiple
locations. There were three main route options from which to choose the preferred
route. These included choosing an alternative to cross the Ogoki River, choosing one to
cross the Albany River and finally choosing the alternative that turns eastward towards
Marten Falls.



Between 2019 and 2024, technical experts had collected data for their areas of
expertise to understand the existing conditions of the natural, socio-economic and
cultural environments. In the summer of 2023, the technical experts and engineers were
asked to consider the data available to them, including Indigenous Knowledge, to
identify the criteria that would be used to compare Alternative 1 and Alternative 4 and
ultimately identify the preferred route. Results of this comparison, along with the
Community’s recommendations, were shared with our community members, our Chief
and Council, Indigenous communities, interested persons and government agencies.
The initial recommendations evolved in consideration of the feedback received, and a
preferred route recommendation was presented to our Chief and Council for
consideration. A Band Council Resolution supporting the preferred route (the Preferred
Route) was signed on August 26, 2024. Refer to Figure ES 4-1 for the Preferred Route.



Figure ES 4-1
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ES 5. Roles of the Regulators

Before being able to build the Community Access Road, approvals need to be obtained
for different project activities, like construction of the Community Access Road and the
setting up aggregate sites to help with construction. In the case of the Community
Access Road, there are both federal and provincial requirements that need to be met
before obtaining those approvals.

The Draft Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement was prepared to meet the
intent of both the federal Tailored Impact Statement Guidelines and the provincial
Terms of Reference. Feedback on this submission will be reviewed and incorporated as
appropriate to prepare the Final Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement.

The regulators will evaluate the information provided and make a decision on whether
or not the Final Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement meets their
requirements.

ES 6. Our Approach

The methodology to complete an Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement is
complicated and very technical. The Final Environmental Assessment / Impact
Statement for the Community Access Road needs to meet both federal and provincial
requirements. The following bullet points offer a summary of the steps completed as
part of the effects assessment.

¢ Indigenous Knowledge: In 2019, the Project Team launched a program to
collect Indigenous Knowledge. At the time of issuing the Draft Environmental
Assessment / Impact Statement some Indigenous communities had shared their
Indigenous Knowledge. This was woven with scientific approaches. Both
Indigenous Knowledge and western science were considered in forming the
foundation for existing conditions, predicting potential effects and determining
appropriate mitigation and monitoring methods.

¢ Gender-Based Analysis Plus: This is an approach to help understand who is
impacted by a project and assess how they may experience impacts differently.
Examples of this could include how women might experience construction camps
near their community or Indigenous workers experience joining a majority non-
Indigenous workforce. This analysis is important to Marten Falls First Nation as a
member of a visible minority. This analysis was approached differently by each
technical discipline, as some have less direct influence on Gender-Based
Analysis Plus than others.



Technical Disciplines: A total of 20 technical disciplines are considered in the
Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement, for example groundwater,
ungulates and cultural heritage. These were grouped into water, land and people.

Valued Components: The effects assessment started with identifying what is
valuable to Indigenous peoples, the public, federal authorities and interested
parties and could be impacted by the Community Access Road; these are
referred to as valued components. An initial list was provided by government
agencies. Throughout the development of the field studies, the valued
component list was expanded to consider Indigenous Knowledge and
conversations with members of Marten Falls First Nation and other communities.

Indicators: The next step was to find a way to measure potential effects or
changes to each valued component resulting from the Community Access Road.
These are called indicators. They represent the resource, feature or issue related
to a valued component that, if changed, may demonstrate an effect on water,
land or people.

Project Activities: Understanding how project activities interact with water, land,
and people during both construction and operation phases is crucial for
assessing potential effects. Not all construction and operations activities are
relevant to every valued component.

Physical Boundaries: These need to be defined to inform the areas in which
each valued component was studied.

Temporal Boundaries: These establish how long to consider the effects
assessment for. Specifically for the Community Access Road, construction,
operation and maintenance were considered. Construction is anticipated to last
between 3 and 10 years, while operations and maintenance are anticipated to be
permanent activities.

Existing Conditions: Data on land, water and people were gathered to
understand the current conditions of the area in and around the Community
Access Road.

Residual Effects: The existing conditions, alongside the description of
anticipated construction, operations and maintenance activities, were used to
determine the potential interactions between the Community Access Road and
land, water and people. After the potential interactions were determined, potential
effects to the valued components were identified, and strategies to avoid or
mitigate the effect were examined. Residual effects are the effects remaining
after the application of mitigation measures. Residual effects assessments



identified positive and negative effects to the existing conditions as a result of the
Community Access Road. With this information, the technical disciplines drafted
a description of the anticipated effects to each valued component.

¢ Cumulative Effects: An inclusions list was prepared, which considered relevant
existing and planned projects. The list was then updated with feedback from
Indigenous communities, stakeholders and regulators. Each technical discipline
reviewed the inclusions list to assess potential effects from other projects and
added these to the effects to land, water and people from the Community Access
Road. This exercise resulted in the cumulative effects assessment.

ES 7. The Engineering of Our Road

The Community Access Road will consist of a new all-season multi-purpose road from
Painter Lake Road to Marten Falls. Options for road ownership, operation and
maintenance activities, and liability are being considered in discussion with the
Province.

The Community Access Road will consist of the road itself, associated access roads,
rest areas / pull outs, bridges, culverts, pits and quarries.

The Draft Environmental Assessment / Impact Assessment was completed on a
preliminary design of the roadway, which means that the details on how the Community
Access Road will be built are still conceptual and are presented only at a high level.

The Community Access Road is being developed following a multi-phase process that
includes the following phases:

¢ Planning began with developing the concept for the Community Access Road,
which has been in discussion for more than a decade.

¢ Preliminary Design refers to the initial thoughts on the Community Access
Road. It can include the proposed alignment of the road and typical cross-
sections of what the road and bridges will look like.

¢ Design Process is commonly referred to as the detailed design and begins
following the conclusion of the planning and preliminary design. It can; however,
begin as the project awaits a decision from the regulators. Detailed design, as
the name suggests, is when engineers work on the fine details of the design, for
example the exact type of bridges and culverts.

¢ Construction typically follows the detailed design phase. How construction
proceeds (e.g., direction and stages of build) will be selected early-on in the
detailed design phase.



¢ Operations and Maintenance includes general road use (e.g., cars and trucks)
and maintenance activities. This phase begins after construction is finished and
continues for the duration of the road’s use.

Currently the Community Access Road is at the Preliminary Design phase.

ES 8. Life on Our Land

An important step of the Draft Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement is to
understand the current state of the natural, socio-economic and cultural environments,
referred to as existing conditions. Environmental studies, both desktop and field, were
completed by the technical disciplines to document and assess the existing conditions
for both Alternative 1 and Alternative 4. As with the selection of the Preferred Route, the
technical disciplines were grouped into water, land and people. The reason for this
grouping is included below:

¢ Water: Water is life; it gives to the land and all the species that dwell here.

¢ Land: Marten Falls First Nation has a deep and enduring connection to the land.
Land is central to their identity, culture and way of life. They view the land and its
living creatures as integral to the circle of life, essential for maintaining balance
and harmony in the environment. Traditional activities, such as moose hunting,
allow them to sustain their connection to the land and each other. While open to
development, Marten Falls First Nation members emphasize the importance of
conserving the land and resources to ensure that future generations can continue
to enjoy and benefit from them.

¢ People: Trapping, fishing and hunting are important activities to maintain the
Community’s food security and cultural heritage. Once common practices for
Marten Falls First Nation are being challenged because of economic changes
and environmental impacts. Marten Falls First Nation values sustainable
ecosystem management. Overall, community members are committed to
preserving their way of life and ensuring the health of their environment for future
generations.

Given the volume and complexity of the information gathered through these studies,
plain language summaries have been developed for each technical discipline to help the
reader better understand the study findings. To avoid duplicating the information here,
within the main body of the executive summary, the plain language summaries for
technical discipline information are available under separate covers. These documents
combined make up the assessment summary required by the federal Tailored Impact



Statement Guidelines. This information is also available online at
eais.martenfallsaccessroad.ca.

Each technical discipline’s plain language summary includes a description of the
following:

2

2

*

*

*

Introduction;

Existing conditions;

Potential effects and mitigations;
Residual effects; and

Cumulative effects.

We have combined some of the technical discipline plain language summaries where it
makes sense to do so, for example, where they are interconnected and where the
amount of information allows for combining. The plain language summaries are grouped
as follows:

*

*

*

Fish and fish habitat;

Groundwater and surface water;

Peatlands;

Soils and vegetation;

Wildlife and birds;

Ungulates;

Acoustic, atmospheric environment and greenhouse gases;
Archaeology and cultural heritage;

Climate change;

Community well-being (economics, human health and community safety and
socio-community); and

Visual environment and land and resource use.

10



ES 9. How Our Road will Change Our Land

As noted above, information was collected for both Alternative 1 and Alternative 4 to
understand existing conditions of the natural, socio-economic and cultural
environments. The information was also used to support Marten Falls First Nation in
choosing the Preferred Route. Each technical discipline completed an effects
assessment. This consisted of potential effects (positive, negative, and neutral) as well
as mitigation and enhancement measures, and an assessment of residual effects.

Each technical discipline used existing conditions information alongside the description
of anticipated construction, operations and maintenance activities. This was used to
determine the potential interactions between the Community Access Road and the
environment. After the potential interactions were determined, potential effects were
identified, and strategies to avoid or mitigate the effects were examined. Mitigations are
strategies to reduce the potential negative effects on the environment.

For instance, mitigation measures, like placing fuel sources at least 30 metres from a
waterbody, can be effective in minimizing the potential effects from accidental fuel spills.
After implementing mitigation measures, a residual effects assessment is conducted to
determine if any leftover effects remain. This ensures that all potential effects are
thoroughly evaluated and managed. A description of residual effects is included in the
plain language summaries for each of the technical disciplines.

ES 10. Cumulative Effects

An easy way to describe cumulative effects is...

Imagine you are gathering with family in the woods. When you and your cousins
arrive, the woods are quiet. Your group decides to play some music. Next, your
parents, uncles and aunts arrive. They want to listen to their own music, so they
gather in another spot. Meanwhile, the younger kids gather in another area to sing
and play.

The music being played is your family’s effects on the noise level in the woods. Each
family gathering spot—yours, your parents’, uncles’ and aunts’, and the younger kids'—
are like other projects in the area, each contributing their own noise impacts. Your
noise, plus everyone else’s, represent the cumulative effect of the many noise levels in
the woods.

There are three key concepts relating to cumulative effects that need to be understood.
These include:

11



*

Temporal Overlap: When one activity happens at the same time as another
activity. Considering the family gathering example, your cumulative effects
assessment would consider the three sources of music that are happening at the
same time. If someone else plays music after you leave, the two activities do not
coincide in time. The noise (music) your family generated, therefore, does not
overlap with the noise made after you left the area, and as such there is not a
cumulative effect.

Spatial Overlap: When one activity happens in the same area as another
activity. If the teenagers in this example decide to play their music a few
kilometres away from the woods, their music would not be heard in the woods.
The noise they create, therefore, overlaps in time but not in space. As such,
there is not a cumulative effect; and

Reasonably Foreseeable Projects: The last concept relates to projects that you
can reasonably anticipate for consideration in the cumulative effects assessment.
From our example, you know about your family gathering. You also know that
your neighbour is planning a birthday party at the same time, right next to your
gathering. It is, therefore, reasonably foreseeable that they will also make noise
and that you should consider their cumulative effects along with yours. An
example of a project that is not reasonably foreseeable is unexpected
construction to repair a bridge that collapsed the day before your gathering. You
could not have known the bridge would collapse, therefore, any noise from the
repair work would not be considered reasonably foreseeable.

Following our example, to understand the cumulative effects on noise levels in the
woods, you would need to:

*

*

Understand existing conditions, or the existing noise levels before you arrive;

Understand your effects, or how your music contributes to the overall noise
levels;

Consider mitigation measures, like lowering your music volume or using
headphones;

Assess residual effects, or the left over effects after applying mitigation
measures, such as the remaining noise levels after you have lowered the volume
of your music; and

Add potential effects from other activities. Once you know the residual effects
of your music, you would add the potential effects of other reasonably
foreseeable projects that are happening at the same time, and in the same area.

12



Following the steps above helps identify the cumulative effects that may occur in the
woods. In our example, we consider both the noise from the family gathering and the
noise from other sources, like the birthday party.

As indicated above, the plain language summaries include a description of cumulative
effects for each technical discipline.

ES 11. We Listened

Marten Falls First Nation has been consulting and engaging on the Community Access
Road with Indigenous communities, interested persons and government agencies since
2019. As part of the Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement, Marten Falls First
Nation was required to consult and engage with Indigenous communities, Tribal
Councils and Political Treaty Organizations / Provincial Territorial Organizations.

Since the beginning of the Environmental Assessment / Impact Assessment, there have
been significant achievements. A highlight of this process has been the ongoing
communication and relationship building with Indigenous communities, government
agencies and interested persons, culminating in sharing early findings of the existing
conditions reports, sharing results and recommendations to support the selection of the
Preferred Route and ultimately receiving a Band Council Resolution for the Preferred
Route in August 2024.

Relationship building has been at the core of consultation and engagement efforts. Over
the years, progress has been made to establish lines of communication, increase active
participation and satisfy / resolve concerns and issues. Progress has also been made to
host Council-to-Council meetings between Marten Falls First Nation and other
Indigenous communities (i.e., Eabametoong First Nation and Aroland First Nation) to
discuss relationship protocols, approaches for meaningful consultation and
engagement, and to provide updates related to the Community Access Road.

Marten Falls First Nation members also had additional opportunities related to the
Consultation and Engagement Program as a proponent First Nation, including the
review of documents and meetings in advance of other Indigenous communities,
government agencies and interested persons. Marten Falls First Nation was provided
reports of their consultation and engagement on the Community Access Road for
review and validation. Material shared with them during meetings was edited based on
community feedback to ensure the project approach was based on direct input and
feedback from the Community. This early involvement has allowed the Community to
provide valuable insights and feedback on various aspects of the Community Access
Road, including the Environmental Assessment / Impact Assessment process,
Indigenous Knowledge Program and route selection.

13



There have been various consultation and engagement activities, some highlights
include (but are not limited to):

¢ Three Public Information Centres (since the start of the Environmental
Assessment milestone in October 2021);

¢ Three provincially-supported forums, including two Aboriginal and / or Treaty
Rights and Interests Forums and one Three-Road Project Gathering and Expo,
jointly held between the Community Access Road, Webequie Supply Road and
Northern Road Link with Indigenous communities. A second Three-Road Project
Gathering and Expo is scheduled for February 2025 to discuss the Draft
Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement;

¢ Various virtual and / or in-person meetings with Indigenous communities,
government agencies and interested persons;

¢ Development and participation in the Indigenous Knowledge Program and
Community Coordinator Program for Indigenous communities;

¢ Distribution and follow-up of consultation and engagement Progress Reports for
Indigenous communities;

¢ Webinars and videos related to valued components, cumulative effects, climate
change adaptation, route selection and route updates; and

¢ Distribution of monthly E-Blasts (newsletters), field notices and discussion
guides, seeking feedback and input on a monthly basis by Indigenous
Community Leads.

Consultation and engagement activities will continue up to and including the submission
of the Final Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement in fall / winter 2025. These
activities are planned to help with the review process of the Draft Environmental
Assessment / Impact Statement and to prepare for the submission and review of the
Final Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement.

ES 12. Our Changing Climate

Climate change presents many challenges in remote areas like Marten Falls. Climate
events such as increased rainfall, flooding, wildfire risks, extreme heat and ecosystem
shifts have the potential to affect both the construction and long-term use of the
Community Access Road. If climate events result in the closure of the Community
Access Road, it will also affect us and potentially other communities which depend on it.

14



The Community Access Road incorporates mitigation strategies to lower emissions from
construction and maintenance activities. Adaptation measures are also incorporated by
designing infrastructure that can withstand expected climate conditions. The goal is to
build a road that is resilient and minimizes risks to surrounding communities in a
changing climate. While these strategies will greatly enhance the Community Access
Road's resilience, they will not eliminate all risks.

ES 13. Other Regulatory Requirements

One of the federal requirements is an assessment of potential accidents and
malfunctions of the Community Access Road. Based on its design and intended use,
professional judgement and experience with other remote road projects, potential
accidents or malfunctions were identified, such as spills, transportation accidents and
extreme weather events, among others.

Accidents can be prevented through good planning and design. In addition, safety
measures can be implemented to reduce the likelihood of an accident happening and, if
one does occur, to manage it effectively. A requirement that the contractor selected for
construction of the Community Access Road will have to fulfill is the preparation and
implementation of plans to prevent accidents and malfunctions. These could for
example include a: spill contingency plan, waste management plan, emergency
response plan and wildlife management plan.

The Community Access Road will be designed in accordance with the Ontario Ministry
of Transportation Roadside Design Manual. In addition, the geometric design criteria
used for the design and construction of the Community Access Road will be based on
the latest and best practices from the Transportation Association of Canada and
Ministry of Transportation of Ontario Design Supplement.

The lack of an appropriate plan to support Indigenous communities and non-Indigenous
workers in their interactions could also be considered a potential accident and
malfunction to the Anishinaabeg culture. During construction, the contractor, with
guidance and support from Marten Falls First Nation, will be required to provide
mandatory, ongoing cultural awareness and sensitivity training to protect the
Anishinaabeg. The training should be developed with Indigenous communities to ensure
that opening roads to the north does not result in further damage and can be used as a
means to build trust and understanding, and to protect the Anishinaabeg culture.

The federal Tailored Impact Statement Guidelines require information on how the
Community Access Road may contribute to Canada’s ability to meet its environmental
obligations and commitments. During the route selection process, the Project Team
prioritized environmental sustainability when analyzing data collected by technical
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experts in the water, land and people categories. This analysis ensured that the
Preferred Route for each of the three segments were those that had the least impact on
the environment when compared to other options. Environmental sustainability was a
consideration throughout, influencing the Preferred Route selection and the
development of mitigation measures and monitoring activities.

ES 14. Monitoring Programs and Future Commitments

Monitoring programs serve to verify the accuracy of the effects assessment and
evaluate the effectiveness of mitigation and enhancement measures. Monitoring
programs also include future commitments related to mitigating residual effects. A
project-specific environmental monitoring program will be developed and implemented
that includes the monitoring commitments related to valued components presented in
the Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement.

The Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement considers pre-construction and
construction monitoring programs, as well as operation and maintenance monitoring
programs and future commitments for the various technical disciplines.

ES 15. Summary and Recommendations

Class Environmental Assessments prepared for the Ontario Ministry of Transportation
projects include the preparation of a Transportation Environmental Study Report.
Transportation Environmental Study Reports consist of tables summarizing the findings
of an environmental assessment (i.e., potential effects and recommended mitigation
measures), which can be used in the preliminary design report and inform detail design.

The Transportation Environmental Study Report was used as a template to prepare the
summary and recommendations tables included in Section 10 of each one of the
Technical Support Documents. To facilitate the review of the findings of the Technical
Support Document, these tables have been combined into one document and
appended to the drat Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement.
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MARTEN FALLS FIRST NATION
ALL SEASON COMMUNITY ACCESS ROAD
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Gaa-dakoosing Ozhibii’igan
February 2025

Marten Falls Anishinaabeg Dazhiikewin Aabadak Miikana (Dazhiikewin Aaabadak
Miikana) o-daa-debinaanaawaa ji-bagidinindwaa ji-maajii-miikanaakewaad
ogimaawining akiikaaning gaye Gaanada Akiing. Bezhig ge-andooshkang Gaanada Aki
ji-nanaando-gikenjigaadeg aaniin ge-inishkaagemagak ozhichigaadeg iwe miikana, ji-
ayaawaad ini mazina’iganan. Ji-debinigaadeg owe mazina’igan gaa-
wiindamaagemagak, ngii-ozhitoomin wiindamaagewin wegonen ge-ayaamagak imaa:

¢ Gaa-dakoosing Ozhibii'igan
¢ Ogimaakaan odoozhibii’igan

¢ Gaa-dakoosingin ozhibii'iganan (ge-dazhinigaadeg gegoon gaye ge-
gikenjigaadeg): gaye

¢ Godak wiindamaagewin

ES 1. Nindibaajimowininaan

Niinawind Marten Falls gaa-onjiiyaang Anishinaabeg ndayaamin imaa gaa-izhijiwangin
Albany Ziibi gaye Ogoki Ziibi giiwedinong Ontario. Animikii-wiikwedong iwe gichi-
oodena, Ontario ngojigo 430 daso-diba’akaan zhaawanong inake.

Aapiji weweni ndoondaadizimin omaa akiing, mewinzha omaa edanakiiyaang
egikendamaang ezhiiyaag. Anishinaabe bimaadiziwin nin-dizhinikaadaamin owe —
Anishinaabe bimaadiziwin — mii imaa wenji-gikendamaang aaniin ge-izhi-
bimaadiziyaang omaa akiing gaye godak gaa-bimaadiziwaad omaa. Gii-
anishinaabewiyaang, nimbiminizha’aamin - mino-bimaadiziwin — weweni ji-ayaa’aang —
Gizhe-manidoo aaniish nin-gii-miinigonaan owe, weweni ji-wiij’'ayaamangwaa godak
awiyag.

Odaanaang gaa-gii-bi-ayaawaad weweni gii-izhi-bimaadiziwag gabe-biboon, gabe-niibin
gii-andawenjigewaad, gii-giigooyikewaad gii-mawinzowaad. Gii-dagoshinowaad dash
wemitigoozhiwaag, gii-aanjise bimaadiziwin. Niibiwa awensiwa o-gii-nisaawaa gaye
inaakonigewin daabishkoo Indian Act ningii-gibitinigoomin weweni ji-izhi-
bimaadiziyaang. Gikino’amaadiiwigamigong gii-izhiwinaawag niniijjaanisinaanig e-gii-
maanzhidoodawindwaa, giiyaabi noongom e-onji-gagwaadagendamowaad.



Bagwadakamig ayaamagan ndazhiikewininaan, ezanagak bimaadiziwin. Gaa-
bimisemagak eta daa-aabadan ji-izhaang Marten Falls Animikii-wiikwedong gaye
Nakina ji-onji-maajaang. Bibooni-miikana ozhichigaade endaso biboon, gaawiin dash
bizhishig onizhishinzinoon iwe ozaam bakaan gii-ani-izhiwebak. Zanagan dash ji-
biijigaadeg miijim gaye godak gegoonan, gaye gaawiin aapiji zhooniyaakesiiwag
awiyag. Gaawiin gaye minosesinoon ji-mawadisindwaa gaa-inawemangwaa, gaawiin
gaye aapiji miijim, nibi gaa-minikwaadeg gaye waasiganig-bimide gaye gaa-aabadakin
gii-ozhichigaadeg gegoon, gaye mino-ayaawin.

Mii dash endawendamaang ji-ozhichigaadeg miikana ge-aabadak gabe-gikinoonowin,
gaawiin eta gii-niibing, Ontario gichi-miikanaang ji-inamok iwe miikana. Giishpin iwe
izhiseg, nin-ga-debinaamin gakina gegoon ge-aabajitoowaang. Nin-ga-gashkitoomin ji-
dibenindizoyaang babenak ji-izhi-bimaadiziyaang. Iwe Dazhiikewin Miikana da-onji-
minose niibiwa gegoon. Ninandawendaamin ji-gashkitoowaang ji-bami’idizowang
daabishkoo gaa-izhi-mino-biamadiziwaad Anishinaabeg Dazhiikewining.

ES 2. Aaniin Wenji-andawendamaang Owe Miikanahy

Iwe Dazhiikewin Miikana ayaamagak nin-ga-gashkitoomin gichi-miikana Ontario ji-
izhaayaang. Bizaanigo da-mawadisidiwag Anishinaabeg nawach babenak ji-ayaag bimi-
ayaawin. Nawach da-niisaginde miijim waasigani-bimide gaye godak gegoonan gaye
nawach da-minose mino-ayaawin gikino’'amaagoowin gaye mino-bimaadiziwin. Wiinge
da-onizhishin bimaadiziwin giishpin debinamaang iwe miikana.

Owe miikana ge-aabadak gabe-gikinoonowin niibiwa da-inaabadan gaye da-onji-
zhooniyaakewag Anishinaabeg dazhiikewining gaa-ayaawaad gaye godak. Iwe
Dazhiikewin Miikana da-onjiimagan anokiiwin ozhichigaadeg iwe miikana gaye
bamichigaadeg. Da-onji-minose Marten Falls Anishinaabeg ji-anokiiwaad aaniish naa
da-anokiiwag gabe-gikinoonowin.

Aanawi Marten Falls maawach oda-aabajitoonaawaa ikwe Dazhikewin Miikana, giiyaabi
dash akiikaan wii-aabajitoonaawaa ji-nanaandosiniiwaad. Ozhichigaadeg iwe
Dazhiikewin Miikana amii akiikaan ogimaawiwin ge-izhi-ozhitoowaad anokiiwinan,
ginwesh ge-minoseg, gaye ji-mino-bimaadiziwaad awiyag waasa giiwedinong.

Iwe Dazhiikewin Miikana, gaawiin gakina da-minosesinoon gaa-zanagendagwak
giiyaabi dash da-minose niibiwa gegoon. Oshkiya’ii gaa-minoseg da-ayaamagan omaa
dazhiikewining babenag ji-ayaag bimaadiziwin niigaan akiiwang.



ES 3. Ezhichigeyaang

Niinawind Marten Falls Ishkoniganing gaa-onjiiyaang Ndagwiimin imaa Dazhiikewin
Miikana. Nindanishinaabewimin imaa dazhiikewining ninandawendaamin dash ji-
dagwiiyaang. Ogimaakaan gaye nishwaaso odininiima ndoodaapinigoomin endaso-
niizhobiboon daabishkoo gaa-izhising imaa Indian Act inaakonigewining. Ndagwiimin
gaye nindoogimaakandaamin ishkonigan, niinawind dash ndizhisemin ji-izhichigeng ji-
ozhigaadeg iwe Dazhiikewin Miikana, gaye ji-bizindawindwa Anishinaabeg omaa gaa-
izhi-dibendaagoziwaad. Ji-minoseg iwe dazhiikewin izhichigaaniwang. Ogimaakaan
gaye odininiima odinendaanaawaa ji-ayaamagak iwe Dazhiikewin Miikana, ji-
wiidookaagewaad Dazhiikewining gaa-ayaawaad gaye gitaadiziig.

Marten Falls Dazhiikewin Miikana Izhichigewin (Izhchigewin gaa-dazhiikamowaad), gii-
ozhichigaade ji-maajii-ozhichigaadeg ge-biminizha’igaadeg ji-gikenjigaadeg aaniin ge-
inishkaagemagak iwe ozhichigaadeg miikana, gaye ji-gagwejimindwaa Anishinaabeg
aaniish mii iwe endawendaagwak ji-izhiseg. Izhichigewin gaa-dazhiikamowaad,
niizhiwag ishkoniganing gaa-onjiiwaad, bezhig gaa-niigaanishkang gaye gaa-nagajitood
gegoon. Mii dash ogo ge-bizindawawaad oigmaakaan gaye odininiima gaye
ishkoniganing gaa-wiidookaagewaad gaye gakina Anishinaabeg.

Izhichigewin gaa-dazhiikamowaad gii-inaawag ji-niigaanishkamowaad iwe, ji-
nakwetamowaad, ji-agindamowaad azina’iganan. lzhichigewin gaa-dazhiikamowaad
gaye inaawag ji-dibaajimowaad aaniin ezhiseg iwe gaa-ozhichigaadeg miikana, gaye ji-
ikidowaad giishpin gegoon andawenjigaadeg ji-dazhinjigaadeg gaye godak gegoon.
Gaa-nagajitoonid gegoon oda-wiidanokiimaawaa’ ji-mikamowaad aaniin ge-izhi-
wiindamaagewaad gikenjigewin imaa Marten Falls.

ES 4. Aaniin Gaa-izhi-odaapinamaan Ge-inamok Miikana

2007 gii-izhiseg gii-gichi-naanaagadawenjigaade aaniindi ge-inamog iwe Dazhiikewin
Miikana. 2019 dash gii-izhiseg owe gii-inenjigaade — Bezhig Inake 1 miinawaa Bezhig
Inake 4. Minji-niizh Painter Lake Miikana maajii-inamood giiwedinong dash
izhaamaganoon 130 km jibwaa-izhaamagakin waabanong omaa gidazhiikewinininaang,
ngojigo giiwedinong imaa Albany Ziibi.

Bezhig Inake 1 gaye Bezhig Inake 4 bezhigwan inake inamonoon, ningoding
aazhideshkaawaan. Gii-nisinoon gaa-inamokin ge-gii-odaapinigaadegibaniin. Owe
bezhig aazhawishkaa imaa Ogoki Ziibiing, bezhig miinawaa ji-aazhawishkaag Albany
Ziibiing gaye gegapii odaapinigaadeg iwe waabanong inake Marten Falls.



2019 gii-izhiseg biinish 2024, gaa-gikendaasowaad o-gii-maawadoonaanaawaa
gikenjigewin ji-nisidotamowaad aan ezhiseg aki, zhooniyaakewin gaye gaa-izhi-
bimaadizinaaniwang. Gii-niibing 2023, gaa-gikendaasowaad gaye godak dinookaanag
gii-gagwejimaawag ji-dazhindamowaad iwe gikenjigewin gaye Anishinaabe
gikendaasowin, ji-dazhindamowaad wegonen iwe 1 Inake gaye 4 Inake, ji-
odaapinamowaad maawach ge-onizhishing ji-inamog miikana. Gii-waabanjigaade dash
owe inendamowin gaye Dazhiikewining gaa-ayaawaad awiyag enendamowaad, ji-
gikendamowaad Anishinaabeg gaye Ogimaakaan gaye Odininiima’, gaye
dazhiikewinan, godag awiyag gaye ogimaag. Gii-dazhinjigaade dash owe, e-gii-
waabanda’indwaa Ogimaakaan gaye Odininiima’ ji-waabandamowaad. Ogimaakaan
August 26, 2024 gii-inangizod. Waabandan Agindaason ES 4-1 ji-waabandaman iwe
Ge-inamog Miikana.

Agindaason ES 4-1 Ge-inamog Miikana

ES 5. Ge-inwaazowaad Gaa-bimiwidoowaad

Jibwaa-gashkichigaadeg ji-ozhichigaadeg iwe Dazhiikewin Miikana, nitam da-
andawenjigaadewan ji-bagidiniweng ji-izhichigeng gegoonan imaa izhichigewining,
daabishkoo ji-ozhichigaadeg iwe Dazhiikewin Miikana gaye ji-achigaadegin ge-
danakamigak owe ji-ozhichigaadeg. lwe Dazhiikewin Miikana, ini niizhin ogimaawinan
Gaanada Aki gaye akiikaan, da-ikidowag wegonen ge-andawendaagwak jibwaa-
maajitaang.

lwe Nitam Enishkaagemagak / Inishkaagewin Ikidowin gii-ozhichigaade ji-
wiindamaageng aaniin Gaanada Aki Ogimaa Endawendan