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INTRODUCTION

This road map provides an overview of the vegetation baseline program undertaken by NexGen Energy Ltd.
(NexGen) for the Rook I Project (Project). Section 2, Ecological Setting, describes the location of the proposed
Project in relation to its regional ecozone and landscape areas. Section 3, Joint Working Group Feedback, provides
context on NexGen’s approach to engagement and where feedback related to the vegetation baseline from the
Joint Working Group (JWG) meetings can be found. Section 4, Vegetation Baseline Document Map, provides
information on the scope of each baseline report and identifies where key topics associated with the vegetation
baseline program can be found in the reports appended to this road map.
The characterization of baseline vegetation for the Project was based on desktop analyses, field studies, and
feedback from First Nations and Métis Groups (collectively referred to as Indigenous Groups). The various baseline
reports, presented as Annexes VII.1 through VII.3, are part of the comprehensive baseline program that documents
different aspects of the terrestrial environment in the anticipated area of the Project. These reports provide context
for the assessment of incremental and cumulative effects from the proposed Project and other developments in the
local and regional study areas:



Annex VII.1: Vegetation Baseline Report 1 (Mapping)



Annex VII.2: Vegetation Baseline Report 2 (Inventory, Rare Plants, and Wetlands)



Annex VII.3: Vegetation Chemistry Characterization Report

Vegetation Baseline Report 1 was completed by Omnia Ecological Services (Omnia), Vegetation Baseline
Report 2 was completed by Canada North Environmental Services (CanNorth), and the Vegetation Chemistry
Characterization Report was completed by Golder Associates Ltd. (Golder). Vegetation Baseline Report 1 provides
the basis for the vegetation mapping for the Project incorporating available provincial mapping, overlaid by available
disturbance mapping, recent aerial images, combined with photointerpretation, and the 2018 and 2019 field surveys
to verify ecosite characterizations and assess natural regeneration of linear disturbances. Vegetation Baseline
Report 2 presents work completed in 2018 to characterize terrestrial and aquatic vegetation communities, conduct
surveys for rare and weedy species, and characterize wetlands. These programs complemented the mapping of
ecosites and characterization of baseline terrestrial and aquatic ecosystems. The Vegetation Chemistry
Characterization Report analyzed metals and radionuclides in lichen and blueberry.
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ECOLOGICAL SETTING

The proposed Project is located within the Boreal Plain Ecozone, near the boundary between Boreal Plain and
Boreal Shield Ecozones. The area of the Project overlaps both the Boreal Shield Ecozone and the Boreal Plain
Ecozone. The Boreal Shield Ecozone extends across Canada from the Atlantic coast to northern Alberta
(Government of Canada 2019). In Saskatchewan, the Boreal Shield Ecozone is located between the Boreal Plain
Ecozone to the south and the Taiga Shield Ecozone to the north (Acton et al. 1998). The Boreal Shield Ecozone
consists of boreal forest associated with the Canadian Shield and has two ecoregions: the Athabasca Plain and
Churchill River Upland. Where soil conditions allow moderate tree growth, the climax (i.e., final stable stage plant
community) vegetation community is closed black spruce (Picea mariana) forest with understory (i.e., vegetation
layer below the forest canopy) of feather mosses. Mixed stands of jack pine (Pinus banksiana) and black spruce
grow on thin upland soils, and tamarack (Larix laricina) are typically found within poorly drained lowlands. Fire has
historically been the dominant disturbance mechanism. White spruce (Picea glauca), balsam fir (Abies balsamea),
trembling aspen (Populus tremuloides), and balsam poplar (Populus balsamifera spp. balsamifera) grow on more
productive sites.
The Boreal Plain Ecozone covers portions of Manitoba, Saskatchewan, and Alberta, with minor extensions into
British Columbia and the Northwest Territories (Government of Canada 2019). Most of the ecozone is covered by
boreal forest, though a portion along the southern boundary has been converted to agricultural cropland (Acton et
al. 1998). In Saskatchewan, the Boreal Plain Ecozone has three ecoregions: Mid-Boreal Upland, where the
proposed Project would be located; Mid-Boreal Lowland; and Mid-Boreal Transition. The climate of the Boreal Plain
Ecozone is warmer than the Boreal Shield Ecozone, and consequently the productivity is higher, and the diversity
of vegetation is greater. Climax communities include closed-crown mixedwood and coniferous forest with trembling
aspen, balsam poplar, and paper birch (Betula papyrifera) in the Mid-Boreal Transition Ecoregion and white and
black spruce, tamarack, and jack pine in the Mid-Boreal Upland and Mid-Boreal Lowland ecoregions.
The ecological setting in the vicinity of the proposed Project is shown in Figure 1.
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Figure 1. Ecological Setting in the Vicinity
of the Project
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INDIGENOUS GROUP FEEDBACK

Since exploration at the Project site commenced in 2013, NexGen has engaged regularly and established
relationships with local Indigenous Groups and northern communities, specifically those closest and with greatest
access to the proposed Project.
An important component of engagement to date has been the establishment of JWGs to support the gathering and
incorporation of Indigenous Knowledge throughout the Environmental Assessment (EA) process. A summary of
feedback from JWGs related to the vegetation baseline program is presented in Appendix A of this memorandum,
and includes feedback from the Birch Narrows Dene Nation, Buffalo River Dene Nation, Clearwater River Dene
Nation, and Métis Nation – Saskatchewan. Indigenous and Local Knowledge was also included, where appropriate,
from Project-specific studies completed by Indigenous Groups, which included Traditional Land Use and Occupancy
studies, Traditional Knowledge and Use studies, Indigenous Rights and Knowledge studies (henceforth referred
collectively as Indigenous Knowledge and Traditional Land Use [IKTLU] Studies 1) (TSD II: BNDN; TSD III: BRDN;
TSD IV: MN-S; TSD V: CRDN; TSD VI: YNLR). Baseline vegetation surveys provided pertinent data on the presence
and abundance of traditional food and medicine types that were identified as important by Indigenous Peoples in
the region through IKTLU Studies and JWGs.

4

VEGETATION BASELINE DOCUMENT MAP

Table 1 provides a summary of key topics related to the vegetation baseline program and cross references to where
analysis and discussion of key topics are located within the individual vegetation baseline reports. The topics in
Table 1 are listed in roughly descending order of spatial scale from regional spatial scale to smaller areas, consistent
with the order of the vegetation baseline reports. Section 4.1 through Section 4.8 provide context and direction to
where information related to key vegetation topics can be found.

1

Referred to as TLU Studies in the baseline reports.
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Table 1: Vegetation Baseline Key Topic Location Summary
Key Topic
Existing landscape
disturbance

Ecological Landscape
Classification

Baseline Report Title

Baseline Report Section Reference

Annex VII.1 Vegetation Baseline Report 1 (Mapping)

Section 3.0 Anthropogenic Disturbance Mapping
Section 4.0 Fire Mapping
Section 7.0 Linear Feature Natural Regeneration Assessment

Primary data source

Annex VII.1 Vegetation Baseline Report 1 (Mapping)

Section 2.0 Study Areas
Section 5.0 Ecosite Mapping
Section 6.0 Ecosite Characterization, Structural Diversity, and
Species Richness

Primary and applied data
source

Annex VII.2 Vegetation Baseline Report 2 (Inventory, Rare Plants, Section 1.2.1 Ecoregion Description
and Wetlands)
Section 4.0 Wetland Classification
Section 5.0 Ecosite Mapping
Section 6.0 Ecosite Characterization, Structural Diversity, and
Species Richness

Annex VII.1 Vegetation Baseline Report 1 (Mapping)
Upland Ecosystems

Annex VII.2 Vegetation Baseline Report 2 (Inventory, Rare Plants,
Section 3.0 Vegetation Inventory and Rare Plant Survey
and Wetlands)

Wetlands, and Riparian
Ecosystems

Section 5.0 Ecosite Mapping
Section 6.0 Ecosite Characterization, Structural Diversity, and
Species Richness

Annex VII.1 Vegetation Baseline Report 1 (Mapping)

Annex VII.2 Vegetation Baseline Report 2 (Inventory, Rare Plants, Section 3.0 Vegetation Inventory and Rare Plant Survey
and Wetlands)
Section 4.0 Wetland Classification
Section 5.0 Ecosite Mapping
Section 6.0 Ecosite Characterization, Structural Diversity, and
Species Richness

Annex VII.1 Vegetation Baseline Report 1 (Mapping)
Rare plant species

Annex VII.2 Vegetation Baseline Report 2 (Inventory, Rare Plants, Section 2.0 Database Searches
and Wetlands)
Section 3.0 Vegetation Inventory and Rare Plant Survey
Section 5.0 Ecosite Mapping
Section 6.0 Ecosite Characterization, Structural Diversity, and
Species Richness
Section 7.0 Linear Feature Natural Regeneration Assessment"

Annex VII.1 Vegetation Baseline Report 1 (Mapping)
Traditional use plants

Approach to Topic1

Primary and applied data
source
Primary and applied data
source
Primary data source
Primary and applied data
source
Primary data source
Primary and applied data
source
Primary and applied data
source
Primary and applied data
source

Section 2.0 Database Searches
Annex VII.2 Vegetation Baseline Report 2 (Inventory, Rare Plants,
Section 3.0 Vegetation Inventory and Rare Plant Survey
and Wetlands)
Section 4.0 Wetland Classification

Primary and applied data
source

Annex VII.3 Vegetation Chemistry Characterization Report

Primary data source

All sections
5
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Table 1: Vegetation Baseline Key Topic Location Summary
Key Topic

Baseline Report Title

Baseline Report Section Reference

Approach to Topic1

Weedy / invasive species

Annex VII.2 Vegetation Baseline Report 2 (Inventory, Rare Plants,
Section 3.0 Vegetation Inventory and Rare Plant Survey
and Wetlands)

Primary data source

Vegetation chemistry

Annex VII.3 Vegetation Chemistry Characterization Report

Primary data source

All sections

Approach to Topic is noted as either primary data source or applied data source. Primary data source refers to field data collected for the Project. Applied data source refers to modelling, analysis
or characterization of conditions informed by primary and second-hand data sources (e.g., government).
1
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4.1

Existing Landscape Disturbance

As part of the vegetation baseline, field studies and mapping were completed to characterize the existing
anthropogenic disturbance (e.g., roads, exploration camps, cutlines) and natural disturbance (e.g., fires,
landslides). Existing landscape disturbance provides an understanding of the current conditions that may be
influenced by the Project.
The landscape disturbance baseline is included in Annex VII.1, Vegetation Baseline Report 1 (mapping).
Anthropogenic disturbance and fire mapping was completed using data from Axiom orthorectified aerial map
(4.88 cm pixel; June 2019), Ministry of Environment (ENV) SK2 West Caribou Administration Unit anthropogenic
disturbance layer (2019), and Environment and Climate Change Canada anthropogenic disturbance layer
(Environment Canada 2015). A field survey was also completed to assess the regeneration of linear disturbances
surrounding the Project.

4.2

Ecological Landscape Classification

An Ecological Land Classification (ELC) map was developed for the Project for detailed characterization of the
vegetation associations. Results from mapping the ecosites were used to support the development of wildlife habitat
suitability index models (Section 14, Wildlife and Wildlife Habitat; Appendix 14A, Wildlife Habitat Models), the
assessment of impacts, and reclamation planning.
Ecosite mapping followed the methodologies presented in Annex VII.1, Vegetation Baseline Report 1 incorporating
provincial mapping, updated with current disturbance mapping and imagery, and field sampling to verify the ecosite
classifications.
Annex VII.2, Vegetation Baseline Report 2 (Inventory, Rare Plants, and Wetlands) included ecoregion descriptions
and wetland classification surveys linked to the ecosite types.

4.3

Upland Ecosystems

Upland ecosystems consist of graminoid, shrub-dominated, and treed communities containing mainly facultative
upland (i.e., species that can grow in either upland or alternate habitats), and obligate upland plant species
(i.e., species that grow in upland ecosystems only). The water table is rarely above the substrate surface and vernal
pooling (i.e., seasonal depressional wetlands) is minimal. Upland ecosystems were characterized through the
ecosite mapping in Vegetation Baseline Report 1 (Annex VII.1) and in the vegetation surveys in Vegetation Baseline
Report 2 (Annex VII.2). The upland vegetation characterizations were also used to characterize wildlife habitats.

4.4

Wetlands and Riparian Ecosystems

Wetlands are ecosystems containing soils that are saturated with moisture either permanently or seasonally and
are further characterized by the presence of hydrophytic (i.e., water-adapted) vegetation. Riparian ecosystems are
zones of interaction between aquatic and terrestrial environments within watersheds that function in linking
terrestrial ecosystems to watercourses, stabilizing streambanks and floodplains, regulating stream temperatures,
and providing a source of large woody debris and organic matter for aquatic ecosystems. Data collected for the
Vegetation Baseline Report 1 (Annex VII.1) mapping were used to characterize the vegetation within wetland
ecosystems and identify the locations of wetland ecosystems for the Project study area. Vegetation Baseline
Report 2 (Annex VII.2) also completed wetland classification following the Canadian Wetland Classification System.
Riparian ecosystems were characterized through the ecosite mapping and surveys in Vegetation Baseline
7
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Report 1 (Annex VII.1) and further characterized in field studies in Vegetation Baseline Report 2 (Annex VII.2). The
wetlands and riparian vegetation characterizations were also used to characterize wildlife habitats.
Aquatic vegetation described in Vegetation Baseline Report 2 (Annex VII.2) were also used to characterize fish
habitat.

4.5

Rare Plant Species

Rare plant species are usually species of conservation concern because they are limited in their distribution, are
sensitive, or require specific soil, moisture, and climatic conditions. A database search was included in Vegetation
Baseline Report 2 (Annex VII.2) to determine the potential for rare vascular plant species of conservation concern
to occur in the area of the Project. Federally and provincially listed and/or tracked vascular (i.e., plants with
specialized tissue for transporting water and nutrients) plant species are collectively referred to as “rare” vascular
plant species for this Project. Potential for rare plant species to occur in the area of the Project was determined
through review of historical element occurrences on the Hunting, Angling, and Biodiversity of Saskatchewan
(HABISask) database (SKCDC 2021b) and the Tracked Vascular Plant Taxa by Ecoregion and Landscape Area
(SKCDC 2021c); vegetation data collected during the baseline surveys (Annex VII.1; Annex VII.2); and habitat and
distribution data detailed in COSEWIC Assessment and Status Reports (COSEWIC 2002a, COSEWIC 2002b,
COSEWIC 2006a, COSEWIC 2006b, COSEWIC 2011a, COSEWIC 2011b, COSEWIC 2012, COSEWIC 2013,
COSEWIC 2018) and Species at Risk Act (SARA; Government of Canada 2021) recovery strategies (Environment
Canada 2012).
The literature search was used to plan field surveys. No COSEWIC- or SARA-listed (federally listed) vascular plant
species were detected during baseline field surveys (Annex VII.1; Annex VII.2). However, seven provincially tracked
plant species were observed during the baseline field surveys.

4.6

Traditional Use Plants

Traditional use plant species are used by Indigenous Groups as an important part of their culture and way of life.
Plant use varies and includes food, ceremonial, medicinal, and other purposes. Traditional use plant species were
identified in the IKTLU Studies (TSD II: BNDN; TSD III: BRDN; TSD IV: MN-S; TSD V: CRDN; TSD VI: YNLRO)
and comments from CRDN (2019b) on the Cluff Lake Mine licence renewal. The list of traditional use plant species
was analyzed against those species observed during baseline surveys (Annex VII.1; Annex VII.2) to identify all
related candidate species. Twenty-eight plant species or groups of plant species plant species were identified as
traditional plant species used for food, medicinal, ceremonial, or other purposes within the IKTLU Studies, of which
34 species or genera potentially identified traditional use plant species were observed during the baseline surveys.
Vegetation chemistry baseline was completed (Annex VII.3) for blueberry, which is an important plant for Indigenous
Peoples.

4.7

Weedy / Invasive Species

Weedy species are often referred to as invasive plants. Weeds include species that are undesirable in a location
because they often overgrow natural vegetation and can outcompete native species, which can result in a less
desirable habitat with lower diversity. Vegetation Baseline Report 2 (Annex VII.2) surveyed for weedy species
during the rare plant surveys to determine the presence and distribution of weedy species.
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4.8

Vegetation Chemistry

The vegetation chemistry baseline program focused on lichen and blueberry due to the importance of these species
in the diets of caribou and Indigenous Peoples, respectively. Soil sample sites were selected to coincide with the
vegetation chemistry baseline reference and future exposure sites (Annex VI, Terrain and Soils Baseline Report).
These programs supported the ecological risk assessment and can be used for long-term monitoring.
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APPENDIX A

Joint Working Group Feedback
Applicable to Vegetation Baseline

Vegetation Baseline Road Map
Rook I Project
March 2022

Table A-1 presents the comments and feedback NexGen has received from members of local Indigenous
communities through established JWG meetings. Where appropriate, feedback from local Indigenous communities
was considered within the baseline and/or EA processes or tracked as issues or concerns for resolution. NexGen
continues to engage with communities, and the feedback presented in Table A-1 reflects comments and feedback
received through March 2020 that were related to baseline vegetation or the comprehensive baseline program
generally.
Table A-1:

Joint Working Group Feedback Related to Baseline Vegetation

Community

Comment
Are you aware of any huge adverse environmental impacts in any of the current mine sites?
Important topics for the Joint Working Group moving forward are Indigenous Knowledge, traditional land use, the
species discussion, water quality, environmental monitoring, employment, and business opportunities.

Birch Narrows Dene
Nation (BNDN)

Could we ask that you take samples here? That way we can see changes into the future. Even if it isn’t affected by
the mine. Respectfully, I request that samples are taken here.
It depends on the feed, the vegetation, the lichen.
Respect the land, the water, the trees. Don’t clear-cut the small trees – they take 50 years to grow back. (inaudible)
water in one big lake, trout, everything, – just grass there now. They didn’t put the water back. Didn’t fix it. It used to
be a big lake, but now there’s nothing there.
I think we eat more berries.
Have you gone to communities to show what you are doing? If so, what was the feedback?
It’s important to explain the Project to Elders in a way that they can then explain it to other Elders in the communities.
In 2001 in Dillon, the water was shallow. Since then, it never went down; still going up. This lake is still full here. In
Dillon the water is just about full now. But a lot of things are going to change; there are signs of acid rain from Alberta
– changes to trees. Half of the trees are different colours. Every time it rains, the trees look a little but different.

Buffalo River Dene
Nation (BRDN)

I also acknowledge we are in Treaty 10 traditional territory, where we get our food, medicines, water different
species, some of which grow only in that area, which none of you are familiar with but our Elders know that. They fish
there. The caribou – we saw 11 recently at km 140 – haven’t been around for a long, long time. They’re very
sensitive. The migration routes – we haven’t seen them for a long time, and it was nice to see them. The comparison:
when we go to a farmer’s back yard, the farmer wouldn't want you to start drilling in his back yard. It’s the same with
our traditional territory. Treaty 10 was signed for the whole area, not parts of it. That’s recognized on the maps.
What would you miss if you were in the city? Mostly hunting and trapping. People who live in the city always ask us to
bring fish, meat, berries. They miss all those foods.
Remember we’re trying to implement a plain speak document because of visual concepts of understanding. That is
what the Chief is talking about.
In terms of baseline studies, are there any opportunities for community involvement with any of your residual baseline
work, from fish, terrestrial, etc.?
We will eventually throw in our environmental monitors. I don’t know if you knew that. We want to train our own
people because of lack of trust of government and industry.

The interim CRDN Rights and Knowledge study will come out of the CRDN-defined initial list of valued components
(VCs) that we want to talk to you about. As we go through there may be additional ones. We know there's a certain
Clearwater River Dene window, but we'll try to be as comprehensive as possible. It may not be as linear as moose; it might be having
undisturbed places on waterbodies. They might be more complex.
Nation (CRDN)
Not on the old or existing mines that are sitting there?
Golder does the same thing – hires three or four band members to do the interviews, then takes the notes and puts
the document together. When you find the stuff it’s not always based on the relationship to the stuff. It’s based on
what the government’s qualifications are on the environmental assessment’s impacts, and not the actual concerns of
it. I’m trying to reach what [CRDN member] is saying between traditional and modern ways.
When we started looking at the strategy process, there is that interpretation of cumulative effects. Then we define
and introduce an interpretation for that. It’s not just one side, western science, we’re doing the traditional side as well.
That’s what the Chief’s referring to.
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Table A-1:

Joint Working Group Feedback Related to Baseline Vegetation

Community

Comment
Both traditional and western science are very important.
Will we see the results of those studies?
How many other projects are in that square box [referring to map]?
Do other companies have mineral holdings in that box on the map – like for oil and gas?
What are the rare species? How did you come up with those?

Clearwater River Dene I think it’s really important to compare Cluff Lake to what’s happening in the baseline studies. It’s a good question.
Nation (CRDN)
Right now, I would not want to drink water from Cluff Lake, whoever told me it was safe. We’ve been hunting there for
a long time, but I’ve never shot a moose from that area. Or eaten the berries. It’s all messed up.
It (traditional food consumption) will change, based on fear of what’s going to happen in the future. I do see it as
another tool for a study, but as soon as the fear comes up...
This is one of the studies [traditional food assumptions] you’ll be doing as you go along?
What’s the purpose of trying to gather all this information?
We have to understand all living and non-living things.
Are any community members involved in the establishment of the baseline for environmental monitoring, so can they
verify their accuracy? Would the results be released and reviewed by the community? From a trust point of view, our
people will want to know that those numbers are accurate now, not later. Just a comment to think about.
How would this group know – is there a way for the people involved in the studies to inform the group of what they
saw and if they are confident, they are accurate? Once the stuff hits the Environmental Impact Statement, how do we
know that it is good? If community folks that were involved in that process and they can validate the results, that
brings comfort to community members.
How often are you monitoring?

Métis Nation –
Saskatchewan (MN-S)

It’s that validation we’re looking for. When I had to involve community members in monitoring, I would get them to
write a report if they couldn’t speak to the broader community in general. If they didn’t feel like writing it, they could
talk so someone who would transcribe it. That report could give a summary of how things went, what they saw, were
the readings accurate; that could come back to this group, if they couldn’t present themselves. The point [MN-S
member’s] trying to make is, we need some connection to that community resource that’s out there doing the
monitoring and seeing this stuff. We know who they are, and we’re confident in the results. That builds trust.
Do you have instruments or people taking samples? What does an instrument look like?
We’ve already lost it around Cluff Lake. Do you pick and eat blueberries right there, or just leave them because
they’re scary? If there’s dust on that berry, am I eating raw uranium? The worst way to be involved with uranium is to
ingest. If you get it on your hands you can wash it off, but once it’s inside you’ve got a serious problem.
The studies we did a few years back, these guys don't want to use them. That's what I heard.
I had feedback on community engagement, and I'm trying to figure out how we can move forward in a responsible
way where people have their input without being offended. We’re working towards a bigger goal than what is
currently perceived. We need a discussion on how we can approach it. I can offer some high-level thinking to help
bring my community around.
How much land is disturbed – we are 50 km east of the Alberta border and the oil operations right up to the
Territories.
What’s the percentage of fire disturbance compared to human disturbance?
15 years ago we were fighting forest fires all over, so it was easier; now they just monitor. Once it starts burning it’s
going to burn.
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Table A-1:

Joint Working Group Feedback Related to Baseline Vegetation

Community

Comment
We should have more of these meetings with other companies like this. I’d like to get a Métis community member to
work side by side with you guys and report the environmental side to the community instead of you guys doing it, so
we know where we are and how much damage is being done to the land.
About 15 years ago at a workshop in Saskatoon, we knew why there were dying trees along the road – acid rain on
the lakes. I said at least where I live, that nice clean water. I was introduced to a political scientist. She said the water
looks clean but it’s not. But I still drink water out of the lake when I camp, but it’s getting there.
We are seeing lots of effects from the oil sands – water is changing, plants and animals are dying.
When we see the damage Fort McMurray is doing to our area – it’s 100+ miles from us, but it’s still affecting us. So
much sulphur is put into the air and it comes down as acid rain. That changes our lake structures and the pH
balance. It gets rid of the aquatic life. That oil industry is vastly affecting our area. Our lakes are turning to blue-green
algae from the lower pH from acid rain. They have no concern for me if my fishing industry dies, as long as they get
the last gallon of oil. They should be a lot more aware. Our government doesn't care about it as long as they get their
percentage. It’s about money with everything.
We live in a very clean environment, other than Fort McMurray - we can sometimes smell the oil. The air is very
clean; we can drink the water and eat the berries wherever they are. As you come south, those things change. We
live in a very clean land; in our culture we call it the “land of the white eagle” because of the snow, and that
represents clean.
It’s mainly the food, for everything. We put seeds out, all kinds of birds come. Food is the main item of why things
move around; water’s the second one. Because of the Let it Burn policy, fire destroyed their food habitat. It’s gone,
and I don't know what I could tell you to change that. Go and find caribou moss is the simplest solution I could tell
you. In the North West Territories, pipelines affect them – they are a big barrier.

[MN-S member] described some of the changes he's seen to vegetation and waterbodies over time. We’re losing a
lot of plants too. Back when I was young, we used to see beautiful mornings, we saw all the butterflies, all the
flowers. Now, you can hardly see a grasshopper. Before, there were thousands of grasshoppers; now if you walk in
the bush you might see one or two. Where did they all go? Where are the beautiful flowers? Back in the day we were
Métis Nation –
Saskatchewan (MN-S) full of butterflies, all kinds. Where are they all? They’re fading away in front of our eyes. It’s not just animals.
I’ve seen a big difference from the late 70s to today. I see a lot of change. Before the Fort McMurray plant started, we
had crystal-clear ponds. Now the rain on the west side is yellow. Resource management says it’s jackpine dust. Are
they stupid? All of a sudden jackpine dust? I mentioned it a lot of times to a lot of different people, everywhere.
I eat more game than fish. For me, it would be close to equal for game and fish. Berries are very important; we
harvest them and keep them to eat year-round. We consume a lot of berries.
We have to consider the impact from 20 years to today – you guys weren't here, Cenovus and Oilsands Quest were
here, Cluff Lake was there, Purepoint has been here for 10 years – so what happened in between? Was it forest fires
or some other elements that created conditions for caribou to stay away from this area? How did conditions change?
How fast is the growth of caribou moss?
A lot of fires happen around the communities. I understand caribou are dependent on caribou moss, and it takes
50 years for it to come back.
They live on caribou moss. If the moss burns and it’s not coming back for 50 years, they go somewhere else. They
can't go much further north because that’s all burned too.
It’s also pollution. We used to see all kinds of wild flowers; we hardly see butterflies or grasshoppers now; there used
to be thousands. Now we might see one or two. There’s lots we’ve lost from Fort McMurray.
The way she put it, if it’s not right in the area you’re excluded, yet we are there. I spoke with her in Buffalo, where she
asked me a question. I'm farther north, but it doesn’t mean ... next year the blueberries are going to be in my area; it
might be around Patterson that I go harvest the berries, or a moose – I heard this year the moose gathered at
Patterson. We go by that, not by where our cabins are. We all use the whole area. I use land from Buffalo Narrows
right to Lake Athabasca. If something is there, I'm going to be there, whether for fishing, hunting, harvesting berries,
whatever. It’s land use, and we use it in many ways.
We are the world’s water purifying system – the swamps and muskegs break down all kinds of pollutants and turns it
back to normal. That’s one of the benefits of our north; we are the filter for most of the world’s water. Each forest
plays a role in everything, like rainforest in B.C.

Vegetation Baseline Road Map
Rook I Project
March 2022

Table A-1:
Community

Joint Working Group Feedback Related to Baseline Vegetation
Comment

When you talk about using local, that’s good. For example, we wanted to re-establish the fish population in our lakes,
that had been taken out. Government said no, we’ll bring you the eggs. We wanted to use the eggs from our own
lakes. They said no. Today we have sauger in the lakes that should never ever be there. That's from taking
Métis Nation –
Saskatchewan (MN-S something from somewhere else and bringing it here. You can’t take a lady slipper from up north and plant it in
Saskatoon and expect it to grow. The environment is not right. But you can plant it up where I live and it will grow.
Using local is the best opportunity to re-establish the vegetation.
BNDN = Birch Narrows Dene Nation; BRDN = Buffalo River Dene Nation; CRDN = Clearwater River Dene Nation; MN-S = Métis Nation –
Saskatchewan; VC = valued component.

