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BERENS RIVER TO POPLAR RIVER ALL-SEASON ROAD
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G The East Side Road Authority (ESRA) is  hosting a Community Meeting 
to discuss the proposed All-Season Road project between Berens River 
First Nation and Poplar River First Nation.

The Community Meeting is an opportunity to discuss the proposed all-
season road project and discuss what you think is important to consider 
in the Environmental Assessment. We want to hear your views on this 
proposed All-Season Road.

For more information on the Community Meeting or the East Side 
Transportation Initiative, please visit 

www.eastsideroadauthority.mb.ca   1-866-356-6355.

Poplar River School 

Thursday, April 9, 2015

Presentation 6:00pm 
Discussion until 8:30pm
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BERENS RIVER TO POPLAR RIVER ALL-SEASON ROAD
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G The East Side Road Authority (ESRA) is  hosting a Community Meeting 
to discuss the proposed All-Season Road project between Berens River 
First Nation and Poplar River First Nation.

The Community Meeting is an opportunity to discuss the proposed all-
season road project and discuss what you think is important to consider 
in the Environmental Assessment. We want to hear your views on this 
proposed All-Season Road.

For more information on the Community Meeting or the East Side 
Transportation Initiative, please visit 

www.eastsideroadauthority.mb.ca   1-866-356-6355.

Berens River 

Wednesday, April 15, 2015

NAC Hall 11:00am - 1:00pm
School 6:00pm - 8:30pm
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BERENS RIVER TO POPLAR RIVER ALL-SEASON ROAD

The East Side Transporta  on Ini  a  ve is a provincial ini  a  ve to provide improved, safe and more
reliable transporta  on service for remote and isolated communi  es on the east side of Lake
Winnipeg.
The East Side Road Authority (ESRA) is the provincial agency responsible for implemen  ng the
planning, construc  on and maintenance of an all-season road on the east side of Lake Winnipeg.

Key objec  ves of the East Side
Transporta  on Ini  a  ve are:

1.  ConstrucƟ on of an all-season road
network on the east side of Lake Winnipeg
Design and construc  on has begun on
some segments of the all-season road
and environmental authoriza  ons and
approvals from federal and provincial
regulators are being sought for other
segments.

2.  SƟ mulaƟ ng community economic
development
A key focus is to ensure that local residents
par  cipate in, and benefi t from, the
construc  on of the all-season road through
jobs, training and economic development
opportuni  es.

Currently, ESRA is working on the
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) for
the Berens River to Poplar River All-Season
Road.

The proposed 94 km road would connect Berens River First NaƟ on and Poplar River First NaƟ on
to the wider provincial highway system. Through the EIA, the ESRA project team is mee  ng
with community members and stakeholders to refi ne road alignments, receive input on valued
environmental components,  community heritage and cultural loca  ons, and discuss how to
minimize or avoid any poten  al impacts that the road may have on the communi  es and their
interests.



BERENS RIVER TO POPLAR RIVER ALL-SEASON ROAD

The ESRA East Side Transporta  on Ini  a  ve has many community and economic development
benefi ts including:
• Providing alterna  ve transporta  on to the increasingly unreliable winter road network
• Enhancing access to emergency, health, and social services
• Reducing transporta  on costs for goods and services
• Crea  ng construc  on employment, training, and economic opportuni  es
• Improving linkages between isolated and remote communi  es
• Enhancing opportuni  es for local sustainable economic development

ESRA will invest approximately $315 million (35% of the road construc  on budget) over the next
fi  een years into jobs, training and economic development opportuni  es for local residents.

ESRA is entering into Community Benefi t Agreements (CBAs) with First Na  on communi  es located
in the vicinity of the proposed all-season road, with agreements signed with Berens River First
NaƟ on in 2009, and Poplar River First NaƟ on in 2010. The purpose of these agreements is to
provide jobs, training and economic opportuni  es related to road construc  on and maintenance
for local residents. In addi  on, there are local hiring and procurement requirements in construc  on
tenders.
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BERENS RIVER TO POPLAR RIVER ALL-SEASON ROAD

The  East  Side  Road  Authority  (ESRA)  is  undertaking  the  East  Side  Transporta  on  Ini  a  ve  (ESTI),  a
strategic ini  a  ve to provide improved, safe and more reliable transporta  on service for the remote
and isolated communi  es on the east side of Lake Winnipeg.

The East Side Transporta  on Ini  a  ve consists of three main objec  ves:

1.  ConstrucƟ on of an all-season road from
Provincial Road PR 304 to Berens River First
NaƟ on
The project has received environmental
authoriza  ons and approvals from federal
and provincial regulators and construc  on is
underway on the 156 km all-season road from
PR 304 to Berens River First Na  on.
2.  East Side Large Area TransportaƟ on Network
Study
The study examined transporta  on
infrastructure improvements for thirteen
First Na  on communi  es located on the east
side of Lake Winnipeg. It was undertaken and
completed in June 2011.
3.  Community Economic Development
A key focus of the project is to ensure that local
residents par  cipate in, and benefi t from, the
construc  on of the all-season road through
jobs, training and economic development
opportuni  es. Community benefi ts agreements
are in place with 13 east side communi  es.

Currently, ESRA is working on the Environmental
Impact Assessment (EIA) for the Berens River to
Poplar River All-Season Road.

The proposed 94 km road would connect Poplar River First Na  on to the wider provincial highway
system via PR 304 to the Berens River all-season road that is currently under construc  on. Through
the EIA, the ESRA project team is mee  ng with community members and stakeholders to refi ne road
alignments, receive input on valued environmental components,  community heritage and cultural
loca  ons, and discuss how to minimize or avoid any poten  al impacts that the road may have on the
communi  es and their interests.



BERENS RIVER TO POPLAR RIVER ALL-SEASON ROAD

The ESRA East Side Transporta  on Ini  a  ve has many community and economic development
benefi ts including:
• Providing alterna  ve transporta  on to the increasingly unreliable winter road network
• Enhancing access to emergency, health, and social services
• Reducing transporta  on costs for goods and services
• Crea  ng construc  on employment, training, and economic opportuni  es
• Improving linkages between isolated and remote communi  es, and
• Enhancing opportuni  es for local sustainable economic development

ESRA will invest approximately $315 million (35% of the road construc  on budget) over the next
fi  een years into jobs, training and economic development opportuni  es for local residents.

ESRA is entering into Community Benefi ts Agreements (CBAs) with First Na  on communi  es
located in the vicinity of the proposed all-season road, with agreements signed with Berens River
First NaƟ on in 2009, and Poplar River First NaƟ on in 2010. The purpose of these agreements is to
provide jobs, training and economic opportuni  es related to road construc  on and maintenance
for local residents. In addi  on, there are local hiring and procurement requirements in construc  on
tenders.
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Community Meeting (Round 4) 
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Community Meeting (Round 4) 

  
































